Best Coverage of Rising US Requests to Rainbow Railroad: What It Means for LGBTQ+ Safety
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Shocking numbers are shifting the conversation: Rainbow Railroad says requests for relocation help jumped 51% to over 20,000 in 2025, and for the first time nearly a third of those pleas came from people inside the United States, signalling a new domestic urgency for queer and trans safety.
Essential Takeaways
Record demand: Rainbow Railroad received 20,215 direct requests for relocation assistance in 2025, the highest in its 20-year history. 
Domestic surge: 30.9% of requests originated within the United States, up from about 13% in 2023. 
Mostly citizens: Around 88% of US-based requests came from American citizens who said they felt unsafe at home. 
Political context: Many requesters cited a perceived anti-LGBTQ+ agenda from the Trump administration as a reason for seeking help. 
Emotional texture: Requests reflect fear and urgency; people describe feeling cornered and looking for concrete escape routes.
A startling new peak in requests , and a different map of need
Rainbow Railroad’s 2025 tally is the clearest sign yet that the organisation is facing pressure like never before, and the figures feel immediate and human, not abstract. Time reported the group received 20,215 direct requests, a 51% rise year-on-year, and staff describe more messages from people who are terrified and short on options. This is not just more work for a small NGO; it’s a loud alarm that many LGBTQ+ people no longer feel safety is guaranteed in places they once called refuge.
Why so many pleas are now coming from inside the US
Previously most US-based enquiries were from international asylum seekers already in the country, but in 2025 nearly 31% of requests began on American soil, and most of those were from citizens. According to Rainbow Railroad’s spokespeople and the Time coverage, claimants often referenced political shifts and policies they perceive as hostile. That change reframes the organisation’s remit and forces a rethink about whether allies and institutions inside the US are doing enough.
How politics, policy and perception intersect
The spike is inseparable from the broader political atmosphere. Many people telling Rainbow Railroad they feared for their safety explicitly connected their decision to seek relocation help with a perceived anti-LGBTQ+ agenda from federal leadership. That doesn’t just alter the legal pathways people pursue, it changes how communities organise, where funding is directed, and how charities triage urgent cases. Organisations that assist refugees and migrants are watching these trends closely, because domestic displacement challenges the old geographic assumptions about where crisis-level support is needed.
What this means for services and helpers on the ground
Charities like Rainbow Railroad will need to adapt fast: more caseworkers, different legal strategies, and expanded domestic support networks. Practical help may include emergency relocation within the US, relocation abroad, or fast-tracked legal advice for asylum and other protections. If you’re supporting someone who’s reached out, the most useful things are concrete , safe accommodation options, vetted legal contacts, and clear information about timelines , because fear is often a race against time.
How to think about safety, activism and next steps
This surge is a call to action for allies, policymakers and funders. Community-led organising remains crucial; Rainbow Railroad’s work is sustained by donations and volunteers who understand that “safety” isn’t only about borders, it’s about daily life, healthcare access, and the ability to live openly without fear. Expect more conversations about domestic sanctuary, legal protections, and whether existing asylum frameworks need reform to handle citizens fleeing targeted threats at home.
It's a small but urgent reminder: safety can slip where we least expect it, and collective support still matters.
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