Best Take on Hunter Doohan: Why He’s Happy Playing Any Role
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Shoppers are noticing a different kind of conversation around casting , Hunter Doohan says he’s auditioned for queer roles and isn’t dodging them, but what matters most is the writing and the character. Here’s why that matters for representation, his career and what actors can realistically expect from today’s casting room.
Essential Takeaways
Open about auditions: Hunter Doohan says he has auditioned for LGBTQ+ parts and would welcome more of them.
Not a typecast: He’s best known for straight roles like Tyler Galpin in Netflix’s Wednesday, which boosted his global profile.
Early-career caution: Doohan once hid personal photos before a casting call, showing the real pressures queer actors face.
Personal turning point: After marrying Fielder Jewett in 2022, he refuses to hide his relationship for work.
Bigger picture: Casting choices are complex; Doohan emphasises great scripts over labels.
He’s been asked why he plays straight characters , his answer is simple
Hunter Doohan’s response to the question that follows him around is refreshingly plain: he takes the jobs that come and auditions for the ones he wants. His performance as Tyler Galpin on Wednesday put him on the map with a global, mostly straight-romance role, and that visibility has shaped many of his offers. The point isn’t that he’s avoiding queer stories, he says, it’s that good characters and scripts win out.
The early-career scramble felt all too familiar
Doohan’s experience mirrors what other LGBTQ+ actors have described: a phase of strategic caution. He temporarily archived photos of himself with his now-husband Fielder Jewett before auditioning for a prestige drama, worried decision-makers would judge. That nervous, almost performative privacy is a reminder of how personal life and professional opportunity once collided , and why the choice to be open now feels like progress.
Marriage changed the calculus , and the tone
Marrying Fielder Jewett in 2022, with Bryan Cranston officiating, became a personal milestone and an industry statement. Doohan says he’ll never again hide his relationship for a role. That shift is both emotional and practical: it signals to casting directors and fans that an actor can be openly queer and still play a wide range of characters. It’s a small cultural nudge with reassuring emotional resonance.
Casting isn’t a simple equation , representation needs nuance
Doohan’s situation shows that representation isn’t just about matching actor to character by orientation. Casting decisions factor in marketability, chemistry, timing and the director’s vision. According to industry chatter, roles don’t always land where audiences expect, and that’s partly why queer actors sometimes play straight leads and vice versa. The takeaway? Progress is uneven, but the conversation has broadened.
What this means for viewers and aspiring actors
If you’re a fan, it’s worth celebrating the subtleties: an openly gay actor can headline a mainstream show and keep choosing interesting parts. If you’re an actor, Doohan’s path is a pragmatic template , audition widely, pick projects for craft not just optics, and protect your personal life when you need to, but be ready to be public when it matters. Ultimately, he’s chasing stories, not labels.
It’s a small change that can make every casting choice feel more human.
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