Best Schools’ Pride Week Aotearoa: Why Over 250 Schools Chose Visible Support
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Celebrate: Schools’ Pride Week Aotearoa saw more than 250 schools and community groups across New Zealand take part from 15–19 June, with organisers saying the uptick signals a hopeful shift for rainbow and takatāpui rangatahi, and a renewed emphasis on belonging in learning communities.
Essential Takeaways
Wider participation: Over 250 schools and community groups joined Schools’ Pride Week Aotearoa this year, up from recent years.
Clear theme: The 2026 theme, Community is Home, emphasised chosen whānau and safe spaces where rangatahi can be themselves.
Evidence of need: National surveys show rainbow students still face higher rates of bullying; visible support at school matters.
Range of activity: Participants included early childhood centres, kura, primary and secondary schools, tertiary providers and community groups.
Library focus: The campaign ran alongside Out on the Shelves to boost rainbow resources in school and community libraries.
A tangible boost for rainbow rangatahi , and it’s visible
More schools flying flags and running events feels like a small sensory shift , bright colours in hallways, students chatting openly , but it matters. Organisers reported a hopeful spike in participation this year after a dip tied to anti-rainbow rhetoric. According to InsideOUT Kōaro’s leadership, the uphill response shows many schools want to be explicit about belonging and safety for rainbow students, staff and whānau.
Why the theme Community is Home hit a chord
Community is Home is a simple, human idea: chosen whānau and supportive groups create the safe places young people need. The theme shaped activities led by student groups and teacher allies, and it tied neatly into Out on the Shelves, which asked schools to spotlight books that reflect rainbow lives. When schools make space for those stories, kids see themselves represented and that has a quiet, reassuring effect.
Numbers that still point to work ahead
The Youth Health & Wellbeing Survey and related research underscore why these visible gestures aren’t just symbolic. Surveys indicate a higher rate of bullying for rainbow students and a gap in how supported different identities feel. Those stats make a practical case for schools to run concrete inclusion work , policies, staff training, safe reporting pathways , not just one-week events. Visible support can be the first step toward sustained cultural change.
How schools are taking part , from tiny centres to tertiary providers
This year’s campaign wasn’t just for big urban schools. Early childhood centres, kura, homeschool groups, and tertiary providers joined in, often for the first time. Activities ranged from assemblies and student-led panels to library displays and staff professional development. For schools thinking of joining next year, small gestures , a rainbow book corner or a student forum , are easy to pilot and can build momentum.
Practical tips for schools and whānau who want to make Pride Week count
Start with safety and intention: consult your rainbow students and local community before planning activities, and make sure events are backed by clear anti-bullying protocols. Pair visible actions with resources , Out on the Shelves-style displays help normalise identity through stories. Keep momentum by tying Pride Week to ongoing supports: inclusive policies, staff training and visible allies in school leadership.
It's a small change that can make every rangatahi feel safer and more seen.
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