Best Philly Stories: How Philadelphia Gay News Built Five Decades of Pride
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Celebrate listening in , WHYY and Philadelphia Gay News teamed up for Philly Phun Phact this Pride month, bringing bite-sized history about PGN’s 50-year run to radio and reminding listeners why local LGBTQ+ journalism still matters. Stream the one‑minute segments on WHYY 90.9 FM or your favourite platform.
Essential Takeaways
Founded in 1976: Philadelphia Gay News has published continuously for five decades, serving local LGBTQ+ readers. 
Local voice: PGN focuses on news, culture and community issues that matter to Philadelphia’s LGBTQ+ population. 
Radio partner: WHYY’s Philly Phun Phact ran four weekend segments in June, each a one‑minute spotlight on queer history. 
Accessible format: Segments air at convenient weekend times and are streamable, making history quick and shareable. 
A one‑minute celebration that still feels big , the Philly Phun Phact hook
WHYY’s John Weber kept it short and bright: a minute to honour queer Philly during Pride, with Jeremy Rodriguez of PGN explaining the paper’s role. The delivery has a friendly, radio‑show rhythm , you can almost hear the echo of newsrooms past , and it makes a tidy, memorable case for why community press matters. For listeners, that compact, human tone makes history feel like something you can carry through your weekend.
PGN’s backstory: starting small, staying steady
According to PGN’s history, the paper began in the mid‑1970s and quickly became a steady voice for LGBTQ+ Philadelphians. It weathered hostile headlines, changing neighbourhoods and the urgent demands of the AIDS crisis, yet continued to publish. That continuity is rare, and it’s why people call PGN one of the country’s longest‑running gay newspapers. The story of a small press growing into an institution says a lot about local resilience.
Why local LGBTQ+ newspapers still matter
National outlets cover big moments, but local papers catch the everyday changes: new services, city policy decisions, cultural events and the small acts of care that knit communities together. PGN has chronicled everything from protests and Pride parades to community centres and health campaigns. For readers, that means timely reporting with a direct impact on daily life , whether you need a resource, a timeline of local politics, or a reminder that you’re not alone.
Radio plus print: an easy way to reach new ears
Partnering with WHYY let PGN’s story leap from print to airwaves with minimal fuss. The Philly Phun Phact airs at predictable weekend slots and is streamable, so people can drop in mid‑morning or queue it later. It’s a smart move: bite‑sized radio pieces introduce curious listeners to PGN’s history and encourage sharing. For other community outlets, it’s a reminder that short audio can be a low‑friction way to broaden an audience.
How to use this history , for readers and community groups
If you run an LGBTQ+ organisation or you’re just a curious reader, start small: follow PGN for local calendars and coverage, tune into short radio history spots like Philly Phun Phact, and share episodes on social to build awareness. For institutions, sponsoring or archiving local queer journalism is a simple way to preserve voices and ensure future stories get told. Little actions add up, and five decades didn’t happen by accident.
It’s a compact reminder: pick up the paper, press play on the radio, and pass the story on.
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