Best Night Out in Utica: Munson After Dark Celebrates Pride with The Art of Drag
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Celebrate Pride Month with a high-energy, inclusive evening, Munson After Dark: The Art of Drag brings live performance, community spirit and a cash bar to the Munson Museum Root Court on Saturday 27 June. Tickets are affordable, the vibe is welcoming, and everyone’s invited to dress up and join the party.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Saturday 27 June, 9 p.m.–midnight at the Munson Museum Root Court, 310 Genesee St., Utica.
What to expect: A live drag show in a lively, welcoming atmosphere with music, movement and bold expression.
Cost: $20 general admission, $15 for Munson members, $10 student tickets available by phone or at the door; tickets also sold online.
Partner: Event produced in collaboration with the Oneida County Pride Alliance, underscoring community and inclusion.
Practical note: Cash bar on site; arrive early for good spots and to buy tickets if you prefer paying in person.
A bright, bold night that feels like a block party inside a museum
Munson After Dark flips the usual quiet gallery mood into something playful and theatrical, and you can practically hear the laughter and music from the Root Court. The museum’s performing arts team teamed up with the Oneida County Pride Alliance to stage an after-hours celebration that’s as much about community as it is costume and choreography. It’s the sort of night where glitter and good humour are very much encouraged.
Why the timing and partnership matter
Holding the show to close out Pride Month gives the evening a sense of ceremony and community momentum. According to the Munson’s event listings, the museum often programmes late-night social events to reach new audiences and create intersections between visual art and live performance. Partnering with a local Pride group makes the message explicit: this is a celebration for everyone, led by people who know the community best.
Tickets, logistics and how to make the most of the evening
Tickets are available online, by phone at 315-797-0055, or at the door, which makes it easy to join last-minute. Members get a small discount, and students can grab a $10 ticket at the door, handy if you’re on a budget. There’s a cash bar, so bring some change, and aim to arrive early for a good view and time to soak up the pre-show atmosphere in the Root Court.
What the Munson brings to the party
Munson isn’t just a venue; it’s an established arts organisation with a mission to serve diverse audiences via exhibitions, performances and classes. Hosting drag in the museum space continues a recent trend where cultural institutions broaden their programming to be more inclusive and social, and that shows in the relaxed, joyful tone organisers are promising. Expect professional production values and a friendly, museum-hosted vibe rather than a cramped club.
Who should go and what to wear
Anyone who enjoys live performance, community celebrations, or an excuse to wear something fun should consider going. The invitation to “come dressed to impress” is genuine, sequins, suits, and statement makeup are all welcome. If you’re bringing a friend who’s new to drag, this is a supportive, low-pressure place to introduce them to the art form.
It's a small change to your weekend that can make Pride feel celebratory and communal.
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