Best New LGBTQ+ Summer Film: Why Girls Like Girls Matters for Young Queer Audiences
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Shoppers are turning up at cinemas this Pride season to see Hayley Kiyoko’s long‑gestating project, Girls Like Girls , a tender coming‑of‑age film set in 2006 Oregon that grew from a viral song into a novel and now a feature, and matters because it gives young queer people the simple, soft moments they rarely see on screen.
Essential Takeaways
Long arc: The film started as Hayley Kiyoko’s 2015 song and music video, then a bestselling YA novel, and now a theatrical feature , a decade of growth.
Small moments, big meaning: The movie leans on quiet, tactile beats , a knee touch, a nervous glance , to capture first love.
Visible casting: Leads include Maya Da Costa and Myra Molloy, putting queer young women, often women of colour, centre stage.
Creator‑led: Kiyoko co‑wrote the screenplay and revisited teen demos for the soundtrack, so the project feels intimate and authentic.
Summer release: Dropped during Pride month, the film arrives as a communal, celebratory outing for queer audiences.
Opening with a song that became a movement
Hayley Kiyoko’s journey from single to screen is the kind of pop‑culture evolution that feels both inevitable and remarkable, with a soundtrack that still smells faintly of teenage bedrooms and mixtapes. The original 2015 music video accrued well over a hundred million views, creating a shared shorthand for sapphic yearning online. That viral energy is the engine behind the movie, and you can feel it in the film’s textures , the sunwarmed streets, the shy grins, the slightly grainy nostalgia.
The route from hook to feature wasn’t overnight. Kiyoko expanded the idea into a YA novel before moving into film, which helps explain why the feature carries that lived‑in quality; the story has had time to breathe and to age with its audience. If you care about queer representation that’s built, not slapped together for a moment, this is one to watch.
Why the tiny, awkward moments win hearts
This film trusts small beats over grand declarations, and that decision is its emotional secret weapon. Instead of cinematic crescendo after crescendo, we get split‑second contact, messy silences, a knee brushing another knee in a car backseat , tiny, precise gestures that land like a pulse. Those micro‑moments are exactly how first crushes are experienced, and seeing them played with such care feels like a balm.
For viewers who spent adolescence wondering if they were overreacting, those scenes offer a quiet kind of confirmation. It’s less about spectacle and more about validation , the on‑screen equivalent of someone finally naming what you felt.
Creator control: why it matters that Kiyoko led the project
Hayley Kiyoko’s fingerprints are everywhere. She co‑wrote the screenplay and pulled melodies and demos she wrote as a teen into the soundtrack, which gives the film a circular, personal quality. When creators who lived the story get to steer adaptations, the result often avoids coincidence and cliché in favour of detail and truth.
This project feels like an act of reclamation: Kiyoko made the media she never saw while growing up, and now she’s handing it forward. That kind of stewardship matters in an industry where queer narratives are still fighting for shelf space and longevity.
Representation that centres joy and complexity
The cast leans young and energetic, with Maya Da Costa and Myra Molloy carrying the emotional core. The film places queer young women, including people of colour, at the centre of a joyful first‑love story , a simple but powerful shift from the usual margins. It’s refreshing to see a narrative that treats those experiences as ordinary and worth holding on camera.
Beyond casting, the story acknowledges uncertainty rather than policing it. Characters ask themselves if they’re overthinking things, and the film answers with empathy. That’s the kind of mirror a lot of viewers will recognise and appreciate.
How to watch and what to expect
Girls Like Girls plays like a summer film , warm, intimate and earnest , so plan for a theatre visit if you want the communal buzz. If you’re choosing a screening for younger viewers, note that the emotional honesty is the focus rather than any production spectacle. Expect a soundtrack threaded with adolescent demos and songs that reinforce the story’s origins in Kiyoko’s music.
If you want to support queer cinema beyond this, look for creator‑led projects and festival lineups that spotlight LGBTQ+ filmmakers; that’s how more authentic stories will get made.
It’s a small change that can make every first crush feel a little less alone.
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