Best New Lesbian Coming‑of‑Age Movie: Hayley Kiyoko’s Girls Like Girls Hits Cinemas
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Shoppers are turning to cinema queues this Pride: Hayley Kiyoko’s Girls Like Girls , adapted from her viral anthem and book series , premieres in theatres, offering sapphic teen romance on the big screen and a much‑needed celebration of queer visibility. Fans, families and curious viewers are already chatting about its warm, authentic tone.
Essential Takeaways
Proven origin: The film grows from Kiyoko’s breakthrough single "Girls Like Girls," a track and video that helped define a generation of queer teens. 
Big‑screen debut: Girls Like Girls premiered during Pride Month and is now playing in cinemas, bringing a familiar indie story to wider audiences. 
Relatable plot: The story follows Coley and Sonya navigating first love and identity, with a grounded, heartfelt vibe and emotional stakes. 
Creator‑led project: Hayley Kiyoko adapted the song and subsequent book series for film and says she wants to create space for sapphic stories in mainstream media. 
Supportive tone: The film pairs nostalgia and earnestness, feeling like a hug for viewers who saw themselves in Kiyoko’s early career.
Why this matters: a queer anthem becomes a film with feeling
Hayley Kiyoko has quietly been building a career that matters to many queer viewers, and this film is the latest step. The "Girls Like Girls" video amassed huge attention online and the song became shorthand for lesbian visibility; turning that into a feature feels like closing a circle. Audiences report the movie’s emotional beats land with a soft, honest impact , it’s the kind of teen romance that smells faintly of summer and first crushes.
From Disney guest star to queer storyteller
You might remember Kiyoko from Disney Channel days; those early TV spots were brief, but they planted seeds for viewers who now say they experienced a "gay awakening." Kiyoko has leaned into that history, using it as fuel rather than irony. She’s translated her music and books into a film that speaks directly to young people wrestling with attraction and acceptance, and she’s said publicly that making this story cinematic felt like a responsibility as much as an artistic choice.
What the film actually shows: plot, tone and performances
At its heart, Girls Like Girls is simple and effective: Coley falls for her best friend Sonya, but complications , including Sonya’s boyfriend , make things messy and realistic. The movie keeps the intimate, music‑video energy of the original while expanding to include quieter scenes about home life and self‑doubt. Viewers praise its sincerity; it doesn’t lean on shock or spectacle, it leans on small moments that feel true.
Choosing a queer coming‑of‑age film: who will love this?
If you liked the original track, grew up with Tumblr aesthetics, or simply enjoy low‑stakes, high‑emotion teen romances, this will land. It’s also a good pick for parents or allies who want an accessible, compassionate look at a young person’s coming‑out journey. For households where kids are still figuring things out, the film can spark conversations , start simple: ask what characters feel relatable, then talk about support networks and safe spaces.
The bigger picture: why representation on screen still counts
There’s still power in seeing a lesbian coming‑of‑age story headline a theatrical release. Kiyoko has framed this as passing a torch , making room for more sapphic stories in books, TV and film. Industry watchers note that projects like this slowly reshape expectations about whose stories belong on mainstream screens, and that representation can have real, tangible effects on young people who feel isolated.
It's a small change that can make every first crush feel a little less lonely.
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