Best Local Pride Art: Why CREATE Pride Brings Community, Craft and Nature Together
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Shoppers and art-lovers are crowding into CREATE Pride this Friday to celebrate Utah’s LGBTQIA+ creative community; the evening brings local artists, reclaimed-material works and candid conversation together at CREATE PC Local Artist Collective, making art both social and restorative.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: CREATE Pride runs Friday, June 26, 5–9pm at CREATE PC Local Artist Collective in Utah. 
Featured artist: Eric Warner, a Utah native whose nature-led pieces use reclaimed and vintage materials, is among the exhibitors. 
Atmosphere: Expect approachable, tactile works , pieces that smell faintly of wood and earth, feel sturdy in the hand and invite conversation. 
Community focus: The event is designed for connection, not just sales; it's a space for dialogue and celebration of LGBTQIA+ creativity. 
Practical note: Arrive early for best viewing and the chance to meet artists; the evening supports local makers and fosters inclusive exchange.
A Friday evening that feels like a backyard celebration
CREATE Pride aims to be warm, low-key and buzzing with conversation, the sort of event where you linger over a work and end up chatting with its maker. According to CREATE PC’s calendar, the collective opens its doors from five until nine, which gives people a relaxed window to drop in after work and soak up the art and conversation. Bring comfortable shoes , the vibe is social and strollable, not formal.
For artists and visitors alike, evenings like this are less about transactions and more about connection. Townlift’s recent call for artists around CREATE events highlights how the series encourages emergent and established creators to show work side by side, and that openness helps the night feel inclusive rather than exclusive.
Eric Warner: mountain-bred materials and a global résumé
Eric Warner is one of the artists on the bill, and his background reads like a creative travelogue. A Utah native raised in Provo Canyon, Warner says the mountains and forests of his childhood remain his first source of inspiration. After study at Parsons in New York and work with big-name brands, he returned home and began translating those influences into art made from reclaimed and vintage materials.
His pieces tend to carry the quiet presence of the outdoors , you can almost sense the textures of bark or the soft patina of vintage metal. That tactile quality is perfect for an event focused on local stories and hands-on making, and it gives viewers an easy entry point to ask about process and provenance.
Why reclaimed materials matter at a Pride show
Reclaimed and vintage materials do more than look charming; they bring narratives into the gallery. Using salvaged wood, fabric or found objects ties a piece to history, and at CREATE Pride that approach amplifies stories of resilience and reinvention , themes many in the LGBTQIA+ community will recognise.
Culturalcelebration and similar initiatives have shown that Pride events are expanding beyond parades into festivals and exhibitions that foreground art as both protest and healing. That shift makes a reclaimed-material practice feel especially resonant: damaged or overlooked things made whole again, just like many community journeys.
How CREATE PC builds a local creative ecosystem
CREATE PC describes itself as a local artist collective devoted to showcasing makers and building community connections. The organisation’s ongoing programming invites residents to participate in arts events that double as neighbourhood meet-ups, and CREATE Pride is part of that continuity.
If you’re curious about supporting artists directly, buying a piece at a collective show often means your money goes straight to the maker. Look for price tags, artist statements, and , if you find a work you love but can’t afford , ask about payment plans or commissions; creators appreciate honest interest and often work with patrons to make art attainable.
What to expect and how to make the most of the night
Plan to arrive in the first hour if you want time to talk with artists before the crowd builds, and bring a small notebook or your phone to note names and social handles. Many creators use Instagram or their own sites to list available works and commissions, so follow up digitally if you like what you see.
Also, be ready for conversation: these events thrive on questions, curiosity and back-and-forth. Even a simple compliment about texture or colour can kick off a meaningful chat. If you’re attending to show support, consider bringing friends who haven’t been to a gallery before , CREATE Pride is set up to welcome newcomers.
It's a small change that can make art nights feel both celebratory and connective.
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