Best LGBTQ+ Tennis Players Who've Served at Wimbledon This Year
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Shoppers of stories and tennis fans are watching closely: Wimbledon 2026 brings another spotlight on LGBTQ+ players past and present, reminding us why representation on Centre Court matters. From trailblazers with record titles to modern players quietly changing the game, here’s who has served , and why it still matters.
Essential Takeaways
Historic legend: Billie Jean King holds an unmatched 20 Wimbledon titles and has long been an outspoken equality advocate. 
Modern pioneers: Daria Kasatkina and Nadia Podoroska are among recent players who came out publicly while maintaining strong Wimbledon showings. 
Firsts and milestones: Belgium’s Greet Minnen and Alison Van Uytvanck were the first same-sex couple to play doubles together at Wimbledon. 
Men in the open: Mika Brunold is one of the very few active men to come out while competing, a notable step in a still-quiet men’s game. 
Hidden histories: Players such as Gottfried von Cramm navigated hostile laws and secrecy, underscoring how far attitudes have shifted.
Centre Court’s most famous advocate: Billie Jean King still matters
Billie Jean King’s name still fills the stands with a familiar warmth; her record 20 Wimbledon titles give her an almost mythical status on those lawns, and she’s never shied away from using that platform. According to coverage of her career, King has repeatedly spoken out on LGBTQ+ rights and sports equality, blending advocacy with the crisp, competitive instincts fans remember. Her public outing in the early 1980s changed her life, but she refused to retreat, turning personal adversity into a broader fight for fairness. That mix of grit and grace is why her voice remains influential in debates about sport and inclusion. If you’re looking for a model of activism on and off court, she’s the blueprint.
Daria Kasatkina: a modern coming out that rippled across the tour
Daria Kasatkina’s decision to come out in 2022 was covered widely and praised for its courage, especially given her Russian origins and the political backdrop many athletes face. Reporters noted she later switched nationality to Australia and continued to perform strongly at Wimbledon, with a 2018 quarterfinal a career highlight there. Her public relationship and eventual engagement to figure skater Natalia Zabiiako also attracted attention, as did the couple’s vlog, which gives fans a candid glimpse into life on tour. For players weighing visibility against privacy, Kasatkina’s path shows there’s space to be open while still focusing on performance.
Couples on court: Minnen and Van Uytvanck made history with a kiss and a match
Belgian players Greet Minnen and Alison Van Uytvanck provided one of those joyful, viral tennis moments when their on-court kiss after a win became widely shared. They then became the first same-sex couple to partner in a Wimbledon doubles match in 2019 , a small, very public milestone for visibility in sport. Their relationship later ended and both have continued their careers and personal lives in new directions, but that Wimbledon moment remains a reminder of how sport intersects with culture. For fans, it felt intimate and celebratory; for the game, it nudged open a door to normalising queer relationships in elite sport.
Martina Navratilova and the complexity of legacy
Martina Navratilova’s nine Wimbledon singles titles make her one of the tournament’s all-time greats, and her coming out decades ago helped normalise gay athletes in tennis. But her legacy isn’t a simple trophy case; her public comments about trans athletes have provoked criticism and sparked wider debate. Those tensions highlight how sports heroes can be progressive in some arenas and controversial in others. For readers, it’s a useful reminder that representation doesn’t erase disagreement, and that discussions about fairness and identity in sport are ongoing and often complicated.
Men coming out in the men’s game: Mika Brunold’s quiet but significant step
The men’s professional game still has far fewer openly gay players than the women’s tour, so when Swiss player Mika Brunold came out in 2025 it made headlines. Brunold became one of the highest-ranked active openly gay men and appeared at Wimbledon qualifying rounds, which many saw as an encouraging sign for younger players who don’t want to hide. His post about coming out emphasised personal truth and the hope of expanding conversation. Practically, having even a handful of men who are open while competing helps chip away at stigma and shows future generations they can be themselves without ending their careers.
Remembering hidden histories: von Cramm shows how dangerous secrecy once was
Gottfried von Cramm’s story takes us back to an era when homosexuality was criminalised and careers were shadowed by fear. The German star reached Wimbledon finals in the 1930s but had to keep his private life secret; historical accounts show he faced arrest and public scrutiny despite his talent. That history helps explain why visibility today feels so precious. Looking at the contrast between past secrecy and modern openness underscores how much has changed , and why supporting players who step forward continues to matter.
It's a small, meaningful serve of progress each time a player steps into the light.
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