Best HOWL Pride 2026 Guide: Hackney Wick’s Biggest Queer Takeover
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Shoppers and partygoers are flocking to Hackney Wick as HOWL returns with HOWL Pride 2026, a full-day, full-night queer takeover across five venues; here’s what to expect, who’s playing, and how to make the most of a marathon of music, community and colour.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Saturday 4 July 2026, 2pm–6am across Colour Factory, All My Friends, Crate, Hackney Bridge and HWK in Hackney Wick. 
Big bill: Around 85 DJs and performers across indoor and outdoor stages, including Juliana Huxtable, LYDO and Evissimax on the main stage. 
FLINTA+ programming: A dedicated stage running 2pm–4am to centre women, lesbian, trans and non-binary artists. 
Festival vibe: Day-to-night labyrinth of rooms and stages , expect a mix of live acts, hybrid DJ sets and queer-led performance. 
Practical note: Tickets are on sale via the organiser’s channels; plan for long hours, varied weather and lots of walking between venues.
This is HOWL at its biggest: five venues, one queer labyrinth
If you loved last year’s energy, prepare for more. HOWL has expanded its Hackney Wick takeover so the whole neighbourhood feels like one continuous party, with stages tucked into warehouses, gardens and bridges. The sound shifts from sunlit sets to late-night rave textures, and the crowd moves like a single, joyful organism. It’s loud, tactile and often emotional , bring comfy shoes and a sense of adventure.
Who’s playing , highlights and what to hear
The line-up reads like a snapshot of London’s queer underground and international guests stitched together. Juliana Huxtable, LYDO and Evissimax headline Colour Factory’s main stage, while Miss Bashful brings a live show and Chippy Nonstop will be spinning outside at Hackney Bridge. Expect everything from raw club energy to more experimental live performances. If you’re chasing specific names, plan your route , stages run simultaneously and you’ll regret missing a set because you were queuing for drinks.
Why the FLINTA+ stage matters
HOWL’s dedicated FLINTA+ stage runs from 2pm through to 4am and puts women, lesbian, trans and non-binary performers squarely at the centre. It’s not tokenism; it’s intentional programming that changes the flavour of the festival and the conversations on stage. For attendees it feels like a safer, more curated space to discover new acts and feel seen , and for the scene it’s another nudge towards more inclusive line-ups across London.
Logistics: tickets, travel and staying comfortable
Tickets are available through HOWL’s ticketing links and usual event listings. Hackney Wick is easy to reach by Overground and bus, but expect the area to be busy and pockets of queues at popular stages. Dress for changeable weather , the festival spills between indoor and outdoor spaces , and pack a small bag with essentials: portable charger, ID, cash or contactless, and a lightweight rain layer. If you need quieter spaces, map early where lounges or calmer venues are, so you can rest between sets.
What HOWL means for queer nightlife in London
HOWL has grown from a party collective into a brand that champions community, sexual wellness and culture, and these big takeovers are now landmarks on the city’s queer calendar. Events like this do two things: they build communal rituals where people feel free, and they create opportunities for underrepresented artists to share headlining slots. Expect other promoters to take notes , and for HOWL to keep raising the bar on inclusive, high-energy programming.
It’s a long day of music and feeling seen , plan wisely and enjoy every room.
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