Best Green Bay Pride Events: What to Expect at the First Downtown Pride Block Party
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Celebrate with a splash , Downtown Green Bay is hosting its first-ever Pride block party outside City Hall on Saturday, June 20 at 1 p.m., with live music, family-friendly activities, food trucks and local leaders speaking; it’s a colourful, visible response after last year’s regional festival was cancelled.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: The First Annual Green Bay Pride kicks off at 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 20 outside Green Bay City Hall, along Jefferson and Cherry streets.
What’s on: Expect live performances, music, food trucks, family-friendly activities and speeches from local leaders including the mayor , lively, approachable, and easy to join.
Why it matters: The event follows last year’s cancellation of a regional pride festival amid a charged political climate, so visibility feels both celebratory and defiant.
Vibe: Neighbourhood block-party energy, with colourful signage and a community-focused, welcoming atmosphere; easy to navigate and good for families.
Practical note: Bring cash or card for food trucks, dress for outdoor weather, and arrive early for the best spots to enjoy performances.
Opening Hook: a long-awaited street party Green Bay is turning its downtown into a block party, and it looks, intentionally, like a celebration. The event outside City Hall promises the scent of street food, upbeat music and pockets of conversation under flags and banners , a tactile, noisy reminder that Pride is public and communal. Organisers say the timing and setting were chosen to make Pride visible at the city’s civic heart.
Backstory: why this year felt different Local activists had tried for years to plant a permanent downtown Pride, but plans stalled and momentum waned after last year’s broader Brown County festival was called off over what organisers described as an increasingly charged political climate. That cancellation left a gap, and this year community members stepped up to make sure Green Bay didn’t stay quiet. Tarl Knight, who’s been promoting the event from his downtown theatre marquee, says the cancellation felt like a loss , and that putting on a public Pride was a way to reclaim the conversation.
What to expect on the day Think block-party rather than parade: events will stretch up and down Jefferson and Cherry, with a family-friendly programme, local performers, and speeches from elected officials. Mayor Eric Genrich is slated to speak, and city councillors who support queer residents will be visible, which organisers say matters. For families, organisers have emphasised activities that welcome kids; for long-time activists, the sight of civic leaders joining in will feel significant.
Choosing how to join in , tips for attendees If you’re planning to go, aim for mid-afternoon to catch headline performances and speeches. Bring sun protection and a portable chair if you want a comfortable spot; food trucks will mean a mix of quick bites, so bring a bit of cash and a sense of curiosity. If visibility is important to you, simple gestures , a progress-flag pin or a bright tee , make an impact without fanfare. Conversely, if you’re nervous about crowds, come early when it’s quieter, or visit later for a more relaxed vibe.
Bigger picture: what this event signals for Green Bay This block party is more than a single afternoon; it’s a test of visibility in a city that organisers say is ready to be colourful. Local groups have used the moment to show that civic life can include pride, and that municipal spaces , even outside City Hall , can host celebration rather than controversy. Looking ahead, organisers hope this becomes an annual staple, growing into a broader festival that reflects the community’s diversity and resilience.
It’s a small change that can make every celebration feel more visible and warmly local.
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