Best Coverage of Pride Flag Burnings and Rising Hate Crimes in Ontario Schools
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Shocking scenes in Ontario have left communities rattled: two teens charged after tearing down and burning a school’s Pride flag, as experts warn hate crimes in the province are climbing and attacks on symbols of inclusion are becoming disturbingly common. Here’s what happened, why it matters, and how schools and parents can respond.
Essential Takeaways
Who: Two 18-year-olds, identified by police, were charged with mischief after allegedly ripping down and trying to burn a Pride flag at a Markham secondary school; police treat the act as hate-motivated. 
Pattern: Similar Pride-flag thefts and arson have hit other Ontario schools in recent weeks and years, showing a recurring local problem that feels personal for many communities. 
Trend: Official data and police groups note a significant rise in hate crimes across Ontario in recent years, with sexual-orientation-motivated incidents making up a notable share. 
Practical note: Authorities urge reporting, while advocates call for stronger community and school protections; parents should document incidents and talk with school leaders promptly.
What happened in Markham , a tense late-night attack
York Regional Police say two youths went to a secondary school around 11pm, removed a Pride flag, ripped it and attempted to set it alight. The two 18-year-olds have been charged with mischief and the force has described the incident as hate-motivated. The image of a symbol of welcome being torn and burned is a vivid and upsetting one for students and staff, and it landed on local headlines fast.
Police have been clear: they investigate hate-motivated incidents thoroughly and encourage anyone affected to report them. That response matters; swift policing can reassure communities and support victims while gathering evidence for potential hate-crime designations.
This isn’t isolated , similar attacks across the region
The Markham event came amid other Pride-related vandalism in Ontario. One school reported a metal flagpole cut down and its Pride flag stolen; in another instance the flag was taken and set on fire. Norwich, a smaller community, has experienced repeated thefts and burnings of Pride flags over the past few years, which residents say seem to escalate each season.
Those repeat incidents change the tone in a school community. What begins as a one-off prank becomes a pattern that signals targeted hostility toward LGBTQ+ students and families, making lessons and school life feel less safe.
The wider picture: hate crimes on the rise in Ontario
Statistics and policing groups have flagged a worrying trend. Provincial crime data show hate crimes more than doubled between 2020 and 2024 in Ontario, and a meaningful portion of those were motivated by sexual orientation. Police associations and the provincial government have publicly acknowledged a rise in hate-motivated incidents and in some cases launched new measures to respond.
Officials have linked part of the rise to better reporting and heightened awareness, but they also warn that organised, well-funded hate campaigns are emboldening copycat acts and normalising hostility in some circles. That combination makes local symbols like Pride flags easier targets.
What schools, parents and communities can do now
Start by documenting everything: photos, timestamps, witness names and any CCTV footage. Report incidents to the police promptly , officers stress that formal reports support investigations and potential hate-crime charges. Then raise the issue with your school board and ask about immediate safety measures, from replacing flags with more secure mounts to increasing after-hours patrols.
Community action matters too. Local LGBTQ+ groups and parent organisations can offer support, organise vigils or visibility events, and work with schools to build resilience among students. Education about inclusion, visible allyship from staff, and clear disciplinary policies help shift culture over time.
Why symbols matter , and what a forward path looks like
A flag is cloth, but it also signals belonging; when that signal is violently removed, it wounds more than property. Advocates call these attacks an assault on a community’s identity and safety. That’s why responses that combine policing, education and community solidarity are most effective , criminal accountability matters, but so does repairing trust and reaffirming inclusion.
Looking ahead, expect more attention from provincial authorities and police bodies as they try to curb the surge in hate incidents. Communities will need steady, visible support to make schools welcoming again.
It's a small change , but standing up quickly can make every flag safer and every student feel less alone.
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