Best Alexandria Weekend Guide: Juneteenth, Pride and World Cup Watch Parties
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Shoppers and neighbours are turning out for a long June weekend in Alexandria as Juneteenth observances, local Pride celebrations and World Cup watch parties collide , here’s what’s on, where to go and why these events matter to the city’s summer vibe.
Essential Takeaways
Wide choice of events: Juneteenth memorials, concerts and a family festival run across the city Friday through Sunday.
Local Pride options: West End and Old Town North offer neighbourhood Pride parties with vendors, DJs and drag entertainment.
World Cup energy: Croatian team activities plus Old Town Boutiques’ “Shop the Checkers” tie local shopping to match-day fun.
Family-friendly picks: Free festivals, a pop-up book sale with a petting zoo, and guided history tours for kids and adults.
Practical note: Many events are free; some require reservations or small donations , check details before you go.
What’s happening for Juneteenth , solemn, celebratory and community-led
Alexandria’s Juneteenth calendar mixes remembrance with family-friendly activities, so expect both quiet reflection and colourful street-level celebration. The Douglass Cemetery memorial and a concert at Shiloh Baptist Church put history front and centre, while the Charles Houston Recreation Centre festival brings live music, cultural exhibits and a health fair. According to local event listings, keynote speakers and historians will give context to the day’s significance, and the recreation-centre festival includes a mayoral kickoff and tours of the African American Hall of Fame. If you want depth, book the Carlyle House tour that focuses on the experiences of the enslaved community , space is limited, so reserve ahead. For families, the mix of storytelling, music and food stalls means you can shift from learning to a relaxed picnic without leaving the neighbourhood.
Pride in the neighbourhoods , intimate, local alternatives to big-city parades
Not everyone wants to travel to D.C., and Alexandria answers with neighbourhood Pride offerings that feel more like a block party than a parade. The West End’s Pride event at Port City Brewing pairs an LGBTQ+ vendor market with DJs and a drag show, while Old Town North stages a Pride Dance Party with local vendors, glitter stations and raffle prizes that benefit Safe Space NOVA. Tickets often include a welcome drink and small perks, so they’re worth it if you prefer a compact, friendly atmosphere. These events are great for meeting local queer businesses and supporting community groups without the hustle of a capital-city crowd.
World Cup fever meets local commerce , Croatian ties and shop windows in check
Alexandria has leaned into the World Cup while Croatia uses the city as a base, and retailers have had fun with it. Old Town Boutiques’ Shop the Checkers boutique week drapes stores in the Croatian red-and-white crest and runs Croatia-inspired promotions through the weekend. Meanwhile, the Alexandria Soccer Association’s family watch party at Gustave Boulangerie & Brasserie gives fans a communal spot to catch the U.S. match; organisers ask for small donations and RSVPs for raffle entries. If you love a themed shopping stroll or want to catch matches among fellow fans, these tie-ins turn everyday browsing into a mini festival.
Walks, tours and heritage , history on the move
If you’re keen to learn while you wander, there are guided options throughout the weekend that spotlight Alexandria’s Black history and built heritage. The Manumission Tour Company runs bus tours from the Alexandria Black History Museum, and Lee-Fendall House hosts an outdoor summer-solstice yoga session followed by house tours for early sign-ups. These quieter experiences offer texture to the weekend, pairing exercise, local stories and green space. They’re especially useful if you want a thoughtful counterpoint to the louder festival scenes.
Family-friendly and evening entertainment , something for every mood
For family outings, the Duncan Library book sale and pop-up with a petting zoo is a low-cost, high-smiles option that helps local programming. Evening plans skew retro-soul: a Father’s Day Motown performance promises classics from Aretha to Marvin Gaye, presented by experienced vocalists and a horn section , ideal for a nostalgic night out. Bar crawls and food-focused events on King Street keep things lively late into Saturday, while free festival activities on Friday make it easy to slide into the weekend without spending much.
It's a small change to your plans that can make the long weekend feel full and local , pick a neighbourhood, pack sunscreen and enjoy Alexandria’s summer pulse.
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