Best Queer-Owned Gifts to Shop This Pride: Support Local, Celebrate Creators
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Shoppers are turning to gifts that do more than look good , they tell a story. This Pride, Caribou Gifts is spotlighting queer-owned brands across Canada, from artisanal cookies to joyful paper goods, so you can celebrate with purpose and support LGBTQ+ entrepreneurs year-round.
Essential Takeaways
Curated selection: Caribou Gifts highlights four brands that are at least 51% LGBTQ+-owned, spanning Quebec, Nova Scotia, British Columbia, and Ontario.
Charity-linked wellness: Happy Tears donates a portion of sales to Rainbow Railroad, tying self-care purchases to direct community support.
Handmade charm: M. Kind Papersmith offers thoughtful stationery with a coastal, tactile feel , ideal for handwritten notes that mean more.
Bright, joyful design: Badger and Burke brings bold colours and playful illustration to cards and paper goods, with a modern, West Coast aesthetic.
Artisan treats: Sprucewood Handmade Cookie Co. supplies buttery shortbread and savoury bites that elevate any gift box with a comforting, homemade touch.
Why buying queer-owned gifts matters right now
People want purchases to reflect their values, and gifts are no exception. Shopping queer-owned brands channels money directly into communities that have historically been underrepresented in retail, which helps create jobs and visibility. According to Rainbow Railroad and the founders involved, pairing purchases with charitable giving , like the donations made by Happy Tears , amplifies impact. If you want your gift to do double duty, look for brands that explicitly support LGBTQ+ causes or are transparent about ownership and mission.
Meet Happy Tears: self-care that gives back
Happy Tears, based in Montreal, marries calming, everyday wellness products with a clear philanthropic aim. The range feels quiet and tactile , think soft scents, soothing textures , and the brand funnels donations to Rainbow Railroad, an organisation that helps queer people flee persecution. It's a good choice if you want a present that comforts and contributes. For shoppers, choose smaller sets to trial scents, and pick items packaged for gifting so it's ready to pop into a Caribou Gifts box.
M. Kind Papersmith: the power of a handwritten note
Handmade stationery from M. Kind Papersmith carries a coastal warmth and a deliberate, slow-living sensibility. Meaghan Smith’s East Coast designs are about more than pretty paper; they're prompts for connection. A card from this collection says you thought enough to write, not just text. If you're buying for someone who treasures tactile things, pick thicker card stock and envelopes in coordinating hues , it makes the whole act of sending feel special. And if you’re undecided, a small set of correspondence cards is a versatile pick.
Badger and Burke: bold design, playful personality
Badger and Burke from Vancouver bring colour and humour to everyday paper goods. Their products stand out visually , saturated hues, cheeky illustrations, modern layouts , and they make the kind of cards you keep on the mantel. For Pride, their pieces read as celebratory and stylish rather than twee. Compare sizes and formats: a larger art print makes a statement, while a pack of cards provides repeated small joys. These are the gifts that spark a real smile when opened.
Sprucewood Handmade Cookie Co.: artisanal sweets that finish the box
No gift feels complete without something edible, and Sprucewood’s shortbread and savoury cookies do the job with a homely, well-made taste. The texture is rich and comforting, the kind that conjures kitchens and family gatherings. These cookies are practical for gift baskets because they're sturdy and ship well, but they taste indulgent. Combine a tin with stationery or a wellness item for contrast , savoury and sweet, private and celebratory , and you’ve got a balanced package.
How to choose the right queer-owned gift
Start with the recipient: do they prefer practical luxuries, handmade keepsakes, or cheeky design? Then think about presentation , a ready-to-gift bundle removes decision fatigue. Caribou Gifts curates these brands so you can mix and match: wellness with cookies, stationery with bold cards, or an art print as the centrepiece. Also check for sizing, shelf-life (for edibles), and whether the brand gives back to community causes if that matters to you.
It's a small change that makes every gift feel more intentional.
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