Best Local Pride in the Park: Why Saanich’s Beckwith Celebration Feels So Welcoming
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Bursting with colour and community, Saanich’s Pride in the Park drew neighbours, families and allies to Beckwith Park for an evening of live music, drag, kids’ activities and local resources , a free, friendly celebration that makes inclusion feel like a neighbourhood tradition.
Essential Takeaways
Free and family-friendly: The event was open to all ages with a dedicated drag storytime and kids’ inflatables, making it accessible and playful.
Live variety: Attendees enjoyed drag performances, opera, DJs and bands , a mix that kept the mood upbeat and diverse.
Local partnerships: The District of Saanich teamed with Intrepid Theatre, the Inter-Cultural Association and Victoria Pride Society to stage the event.
Community resources on hand: Information booths from local organisations offered services and ways to get involved, with food trucks providing evening bites.
Staple summer gathering: Now in its fifth year, Pride in the Park is becoming a go-to community moment for celebrating LGBTQ2S+ visibility locally.
What made the night feel like a neighbourhood party
The moment you walked into Beckwith Park there was that warm, spontaneous buzz , laughter, kids running between inflatables, and a little opera voice floating over the crowd. According to Saanich’s event listings, the celebration closed the evening with a final musical set that had people dancing under the trees. It wasn’t slick or staged; it felt like the community had invited itself to celebrate, and everyone accepted.
How the event blends performance with practical support
Saanich’s approach was refreshingly practical: stage a programme with broad appeal and bring in the services people actually need. Alongside drag shows and DJs, booths from local organisations provided information and signposting for support and engagement. That mix , entertainment plus access , is a neat blueprint for how municipalities can make Pride both joyful and useful.
Why families keep coming back
Organisers scheduled a drag storytime at the start of the evening and kept plenty of family-friendly activities on offer, which lowered the barrier for parents curious to bring children. The presence of inflatables and games means it’s easy for families to stay a while, chat with neighbours and encounter LGBTQ2S+ culture in a relaxed setting. For parents wondering whether Pride events are right for their kids, this kind of gentle, daytime programming makes the answer obvious.
Partners matter: local groups that lift the event
The District of Saanich worked with Intrepid Theatre, the Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria and the Victoria Pride Society to create the programme. Those partnerships brought diverse voices and practical resources to the park, and they show how municipal events can amplify grassroots organisations. If you’re planning to support local Pride events, look for gatherings where councils and community groups collaborate , that’s usually a sign of deeper, sustained commitment.
Quick tips if you’re heading next time
Arrive early for the kids’ sessions and easier parking, bring cash or a card for food-truck stalls, and wear comfortable shoes , the park’s grass and pathways are pleasant but you’ll likely be standing for performances. If you want to connect with support groups, pick up literature from info booths while there’s still time to chat with volunteers.
It's a small, joyful evening that grows community ties and makes Pride approachable for everyone.
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