Best Airport Pride Partnerships: Manchester Airport’s Wilmslow Sponsorship Leads the Way

[image: ]
Shoppers and residents are noticing big-hearted sponsorships this summer as Manchester Airport backs Wilmslow Pride 2026, a local, family-friendly festival that celebrates diversity and inclusion , and shows how transport hubs can amplify community-led LGBTQIA+ events.
Essential Takeaways
Headline sponsor: Manchester Airport is the main partner for Wilmslow Pride 2026, supporting the two-day festival. 
Workforce involvement: The airport’s Fly With Pride colleague network will help promote the event and EDI goals across its 20,000-strong staff. 
Community focus: Wilmslow Pride is family-friendly, grassroots and built to increase local queer visibility and belonging. 
Wider trend: Airlines and airports are marking Pride season with partnerships and campaigns across Europe. 
Practical vibe: Expect local stalls, live entertainment, and visible airport branding , colourful, welcoming and community-centred.
Why this sponsorship matters , and why it feels different
Manchester Airport’s decision to headline Wilmslow Pride feels like a local love letter rather than a corporate billboard. The festival is modest on the map but big on heart, with a two-day programme of performances, stalls and family activities that make Pride feel neighbourly and accessible. For many residents, seeing the rainbow flag at the town’s events sends a powerful, visible message: this community is safe and supported.
This isn’t just about logos on a stage. According to the airport’s talent and diversity leadership, the partnership ties into a five-year Equality, Diversity and Inclusion strategy designed to shift workplace culture. So the move blends outward-facing sponsorship with internal change , a neat one-two for credibility.
How airports and airlines are joining Pride season
Air transport brands are increasingly visible around Pride, from colourful liveries to staff networks and event sponsorships. EasyJet, for instance, has publicised Europe-wide partnerships for Pride season, while Manchester Airport is using its Fly With Pride network to back a local festival. The pattern shows companies scaling from headline gestures to year-round engagement, which helps keep conversations about inclusion ongoing rather than seasonal.
For travellers, that means spotting welcoming messaging at airports and on flights, and for local communities, it brings resources and visibility they might not otherwise have.
What Wilmslow Pride offers the town , and why local roots matter
Wilmslow Pride was founded by residents who wanted visibility and belonging in a small-town setting. The co-founder’s story underlines why representation matters: growing up with little queer presence can leave people wondering if there’s a place for them locally. Events like Wilmslow Pride change that narrative by being intentionally family-led and joy-filled, with a focus on community stalls and accessible programming.
If you’re planning to attend, expect a relaxed, friendly atmosphere: think local businesses, grassroots groups, and performances rather than a corporate festival gloss. That local authenticity is why an airport partnership feels particularly valuable , it amplifies something already homegrown, instead of replacing it.
Practical tips if you want to support or visit
If you’re heading to Wilmslow Pride or a similar local festival, arrive early to explore community stalls and family activities, wear comfortable shoes, and pack layers , British summer weather is famously changeable. If you’re with children, check the event schedule on the official Wilmslow Pride site for family-friendly programming. And if you represent a business considering sponsorship, do your homework: local organisers will value partners who invest time and staff engagement, not just money.
For airport staff or travellers curious about inclusive travel, Manchester Airport has a dedicated guide to LGBTQ destinations that’s worth a look before you book.
What this means going forward
Sponsorships like Manchester Airport’s signal a shift: major transport hubs are not just serving customers, they’re taking responsibility for the social fabric around them. When big employers back small, local Pride events, it helps normalise inclusion in everyday places , and that, in turn, can make a real difference to someone who needs to see themselves reflected.
It’s a small change that can make every Pride celebration a little louder and a lot more welcoming.
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