Best Mid & East Antrim Pride 2026 Guide: What to Expect in Ballymena
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Bask in the buzz: organisers and locals are gearing up for Mid & East Antrim Pride on Saturday 20 June in Ballymena, promising a louder, prouder, stronger day of visibility with a free Pride Morning, a community parade and an inclusive after-party , great for anyone wanting to support rural LGBTQ+ life.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Pride day is Saturday 20 June, centred on The Braid Arts Centre and a parade assembling at the Ardeevin entrance on Waveney Road. 
Free events: Morning activities from 10am to 1pm, and the after-party at Front Page Bar are free and non-ticketed. 
Parade route: The procession kicks off at 2pm through central Ballymena streets, with organisers aiming for the largest turnout yet. 
Community-led: Local groups, businesses and allies are taking part; expect stalls, info stands and live entertainment. 
Why it matters: The event follows last year’s disruption attempts and has become a focal point for solidarity and celebration.
A bright start: Pride Morning at The Braid
The day opens with a relaxed, welcoming Pride Morning from 10am to 1pm at The Braid Arts Centre, and you can expect a mix of community stalls, information stands and light entertainment. This is the kind of event where the space feels warm and alive, with people browsing, chatting and finding out about local services. Organisers have kept entry free, which makes it easy for families and those curious to drop in without fuss. If you want a quieter moment of reflection or connection before the parade energy hits, this is where to be.
The parade that’s growing louder and prouder
The parade assembles at the Ardeevin entrance via Waveney Road and sets off at 2pm, threading through Ballymena’s central streets in a show of solidarity. Organisers say they’re aiming for the biggest procession the borough has seen, and local groups and allies are being urged to join. After the disruption attempt in 2025, the parade has taken on extra significance; many people who turned out last year said the atmosphere felt unexpectedly powerful and very much like community. If you’re marching, pick a visible banner or a comfortable pair of shoes , the route is cheerful and packed with spectators.
After-party and nightlife: inclusive, free and lively
When the march concludes the official after-party moves to Front Page Bar, a non-ticketed evening of live acts, DJs and performances. Expect a lively, inclusive room where performers and DJs mix community flavour with party energy. It’s a great chance to catch up with friends and celebrate safely in local nightlife, and because it’s free you don’t need to plan ahead with tickets. If you prefer quieter socialising, check earlier in the evening for lower crowds or head back to The Braid for post-parade stalls and chats.
Local business backing and street-level support
Beyond the official schedule, multiple Ballymena shops, pubs and venues are running their own Pride promos and events throughout the day, which helps create a town-wide feel. That kind of grassroots support matters , it turns a single parade into a whole-day celebration and gives local queer people visible places to meet. For visitors, dipping into a café or independent store flying Pride colours is an easy way to show support and enjoy the local scene. If you’re a business owner, joining in with window displays or small events is a meaningful and low-effort way to be visible.
Why this year still matters: solidarity after disruption
Last year’s parade was marred by people attempting to disrupt the route in the early hours, but crowds turned up and organisers described a powerful show of community that cancelled out the intimidation. The 2026 theme , Louder, Prouder, Stronger , feels deliberately defiant and celebratory, signalling that visibility is both joy and protection. According to local reports and police briefings, organisers and community leaders are working together to make the day safe and welcoming. If you’re thinking of going, know that showing up as an ally or friend has a real, tangible impact in towns where rural LGBTQ+ life can feel under-represented.
It’s a small choice to show up, but it can make every step of the parade a bit stronger.
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