Best Q Con 2026 Guide: What to See at Southern California’s Free Queer Comic Convention
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Spark curiosity: Q Con returns to West Hollywood this Saturday with a lively, free celebration of queer comics, creators, cosplay and community , who’s appearing, what panels to catch, and how to make the most of a day at Plummer Park.
Essential Takeaways
Free and open: Admission to Q Con at Plummer Park is free, running 11am–6pm this Saturday.
Strong guest list: Creators and talent include Maia Kobabe, ND Stevenson, Marc Andreyko and Sarah Gailey , expect talks, signings and spotlight interviews.
All-ages friendly: Cosplay contest, portfolio reviews and family-friendly programming make it welcoming for teens and adults.
Local partnership: Prism Comics organises Q Con with West Hollywood’s support, highlighting queer storytelling across comics, TV and film.
Practical vibe: Outdoor park setting means bring water, sun protection and a tote for prints and swag.
A bright, buzzy return to Plummer Park , what the day feels like
Q Con lands in Plummer Park with the relaxed energy of a neighbourhood block party, only louder and more colourful, with cosplayers, creators and pop-up tables under the trees. Prism Comics, which runs the event, has built the show into Southern California’s biggest single-day celebration of LGBTQIA+ comics and pop culture. Expect a friendly, welcoming atmosphere where you can queue for a creator signing, watch a panel, and still have time for a leisurely browse of indie comics and zines. If you’re sensitive to crowds, early arrival is a sensible move , mornings are quieter and cooler.
Who’s appearing and why it matters
The lineup mixes established names with up-and-coming creators, so you’ll see spotlights and signings from Maia Kobabe and ND Stevenson alongside newer voices such as Nicole Goux and Lucky Srikumar. That blend matters because it showcases queer storytelling at all stages , memoirs, superhero work, genre fiction and indie projects. For fans it’s a chance to meet favourite writers and artists in an intimate setting, and for creators it’s a rare community-focused platform to get feedback and make connections.
Panels, interviews and must-see programming
Q Con’s panels cover a wide range: creator interviews, industry talks, and community-focused discussions about representation and craft. Spotlight interviews are a highlight , they’re conversational and often reveal process tips and personal stories you won’t find in press clips. There are also portfolio reviews for aspiring creators, which are practical and career-focused: bring printed pages and a compact portfolio, and be ready to take notes. If you’re planning panel-hopping, check the schedule and prioritise limited-seat events early.
Cosplay, contests and family-friendly stuff
Cosplay is a big part of the day: costumes range from subtle character nods to full-on theatrical outfits, and the all-ages costume contest invites everyone to join in. Parents will appreciate the family-friendly programming that keeps teens engaged while still offering adult-oriented panels. Practical tip: the park is outdoor, so wear comfortable shoes and layer for shade and sun. A lightweight folding chair or picnic blanket makes waiting between events far more pleasant.
How to plan your visit , timing, transport and what to bring
Q Con is held at Plummer Park in West Hollywood, easily reachable by car or public transport; West Hollywood’s event listings and the convention’s Eventbrite page have exact directions and parking tips. Because it’s free, popular signings can build lines quickly , pick a few must-do creators and arrive before their scheduled appearances. Bring cash for smaller vendors, a reusable water bottle, and a tote for prints and commissions. If you need accessibility accommodations, check the organiser’s site or West Hollywood event page in advance.
Closing line It’s a compact, community-first day that does a lot with a little , show up, say hello to a creator, and leave with something that matters.
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