Best Mx. Juneteenth Celebration Guide: Joy as an Act of Resistance in Cleveland
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Shoppers and neighbours are turning out for Mx. Juneteenth, a joyful, Black LGBT-led celebration at North Coast Yard on Saturday that doubles as a resource fair and spotlight for drag artistry , why it matters, who's behind it, and how to make the most of the day.
Essential Takeaways
Who’s hosting: Mx. Juneteenth, organised by Avery Ware, centres the Black LGBT community with performances, resources and healing-focused vendors.
Theme: “Joy as an act of resistance” frames music, dance and drag as cultural tools that push back against oppression.
What to expect: Drag performances, a community resource fair, HIV testing outreach, condoms, fentanyl test strips, and on-site self-care like massages.
Vibe: Inclusive, lively and restorative , bring comfortable shoes, cashless options, and a curiosity to learn local history.
When and where: North Coast Yard, Saturday, June 20, 11am–6pm; check the event site for updates and accessibility details.
A joyful frame that doubles as resistance
Mx. Juneteenth opens with a declaration: joy can be political. The event’s organiser, Avery Ware, points to how Black spiritual practices have used singing, dancing and communal celebration as survival and defiance. That sense of sound, movement and collective glee is mapped into the festival, so expect a loud, warm atmosphere that feels both celebratory and purposeful.
This isn’t simply a party; it’s a tradition that has grown from a small St Clair-Superior project into a major local event. According to the organisers, those sensory elements , the music, the rhythm, the shout of shared recognition , are deliberate tools for storytelling and resistance.
Drag at the centre: art, history and pushback
Drag is placed at the heart of Mx. Juneteenth, and organisers are clear it belongs there as a lineage of Black artistic resistance. Ware highlights drag’s role in challenging gender norms and critiquing racial hierarchies, and encourages people to look into ballroom and queer performance histories to understand its deep roots.
There has been pushback about featuring drag in a Juneteenth context, but supporters argue that drag performance is inseparable from the liberation story. If you’re coming with questions, bring curiosity: the performances are intended to educate as well as entertain.
A resource fair that cares for bodies and futures
Beyond stages, Mx. Juneteenth acts like a community hub. Sahara Rivera, a past Pride host, curates the fair to make sure youth and families feel this is “by us, for us.” Expect tables staffed by local groups, businesses and harm-reduction organisations handing out practical supplies and information.
Haus of Transcendent will distribute HIV home test kits, condoms and fentanyl test strips, pairing celebration with public-health outreach. That combination of pleasure and protection is a clear statement: joy doesn’t come at the expense of safety.
Radical self-care: soft spaces for hard work
One thing that sets this event apart is an emphasis on rest. Faceplant, a local holistic skincare and waxing studio, will run a small rest area with a massage bed and chairs, plus eye masks and earplugs for anyone needing a sensory break. Mandy Lane frames this as part of collective healing , the idea that caring for your body is itself a political choice.
When you attend, plan for downtime. Pop in for a short rest between performances, and consider the practicalities: sunscreen, water, and a quiet spot to regroup will extend your enjoyment of the day.
How to show up respectfully and get the most from the day
If you’re visiting to celebrate, a few simple moves make a big difference: follow the event’s code of conduct, ask before photographing performers, and listen to hosts who are centring the community. Bring a small donation if you can, or support vendors and outreach tables to sustain the organisations doing the work year-round.
For families, there’s an explicit welcome to Black and brown youth; organisers want this to be a place where young people see themselves reflected. For allies, showing up means amplifying voices, learning history and matching energy with support.
It's a small change that can make every gathering kinder and safer.
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