Best Libraries for Everyone? Staffordshire Drops Pride Displays, Sparking Debate
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Shoppers, parents and library-goers have noticed a sudden change: Staffordshire County Council says its libraries will no longer host Pride displays, insisting spaces should focus on reading, learning and council services , but critics say the move erases visibility and risks chilling community celebration.
Essential Takeaways
Decision announced: Staffordshire County Council, led by Reform, will not feature Pride displays in its libraries, citing a "consistent approach" focused on core library services and reading.
Materials remain: The council says LGBTQ+ books and resources are still available, though some community members claimed items and displays had already been removed.
Political pushback: Nine local MPs signed an open letter urging the council to reverse the decision and questioning whether the same rule would apply to events like Black History Month.
Community reaction: Staffordshire Pride and local organisers called the move "vile" and warned it sends a harmful message to LGBTQ+ people and library staff.
Wider pattern: Similar measures have been taken by other Reform-led councils in recent months, prompting national debate about library display policies and inclusivity.
Why the council says it's about consistency and core services
Staffordshire’s leadership framed the change as a simple housekeeping decision: displays across libraries will focus on "local services, reading and learning," officials said. The tone is practical and pared-back, with deputy leader Hayley Coles emphasising the aim to keep libraries "welcoming, useful and accessible" for everyone. That line reads like a neutral policy tweak, but it lands differently depending on who you ask.
Councils often review display policy to standardise what appears in public buildings, and that administrative rationale is familiar. Still, when the review coincides with Pride month it becomes more than a paperwork change , it becomes a visible choice about whose stories are spotlighted.
What campaigners and MPs are saying , visibility matters
Local MPs criticised the move quickly, signing an open letter asking the council to reverse its decision and flagging a double standard: would the authority treat other heritage months the same way? The letter warned taking down displays "would send a clear and harmful message" to LGBTQ+ users and staff that their stories don’t deserve public recognition.
Staffordshire Pride described the policy as "vile" and demanded an apology to both the community and library staff. Organisers and volunteers fear the change will mute celebratory and educational displays that help make services feel safe and inclusive, especially for young people discovering their identities.
Libraries still hold LGBTQ+ books , but tone and trust have shifted
The council insists that LGBTQ+ books and materials remain available on shelves, and that core services are unchanged. For many users that matters , access to literature and information is what libraries are for, after all. Yet community members say the removal of displays is symbolic: the physical presence of Pride posters, themed storytimes or curated shelves signals that a space actively welcomes marginalised people.
This tension between content availability and visible endorsement is something librarians and campaigners have debated for years. If you want to assess the impact, check whether staff training, targeted programmes and signposting for support services continue alongside the books.
This sits within a national pattern , and political context
Staffordshire is not alone. Other Reform-led local authorities, including councils in Warwickshire and Kent, have made similar moves this year, prompting wider discussion about cultural programming in civic spaces. National media outlets and local papers have covered parallel decisions, making this less of a one-off and more of a policy trend that reflects political positioning as much as library management.
If you’re tracking the bigger picture, watch for whether councils apply the same approach to other cultural commemorations , consistency claims can reveal underlying values when tested against Black History Month, Holocaust memorials, or other community-focused programming.
What readers and library users can do , practical steps
If this matters to you, there are simple, practical actions. Visit your local branch and ask staff about current displays, programming and the policy that governs them. Sign or write to your councillors or MPs if you want them to press for reinstating community displays. Support local Pride groups with volunteer time or donations, and look for events that bring visibility back into public spaces.
For parents and carers worried about children’s access to inclusive stories, check online library catalogues for LGBTQ+ titles and request themed displays or storytimes through the library’s suggestion channels. Small, polite interventions often change local practice more effectively than social media storms.
It's a small change that can make every visit feel more , or less , welcoming, depending on how communities respond.
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