Best LGBT Older Adult Summit in Michigan: A Call to Action on Housing and Care
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Shoppers of community solutions are gathering , organizers and advocates are convening at the University of Michigan Detroit Center on June 20 for the HOMES Coalition’s LGBT Older Adult Summit, a free, day-long event focused on housing, care and financial security for older LGBTQ+ people who face persistent discrimination.
Essential Takeaways
Widespread discrimination: Surveys show a large majority of older LGBTQ+ adults report bias in housing and services, creating urgent need for affirming options.
High interest in relocating: Many say they would move for safer, more welcoming housing , practical options matter, from independent units to supportive care.
Loneliness and isolation: A sizeable share live alone and report harmful loneliness despite community ties, affecting health and wellbeing.
Healthcare gaps: A notable portion of respondents have experienced discrimination from healthcare providers, underlining the need for inclusive services.
Summit access: The June 20 summit is free, open to all, and includes panels, legal briefings and chances to shape local solutions; registration is encouraged.
Why this summit feels urgent , numbers with a human face
Startling survey results from a University of Michigan study prompted the summit, and those figures linger in your head. Most older LGBTQ+ respondents reported discrimination, nearly seven in ten live alone, and many worry about who will help when care needs rise. The details matter: respondents described longing to feel safe and to be their authentic selves in housing. That mix of practical needs and emotional safety is exactly what the HOMES Coalition plans to tackle at the event.
Context helps explain why: same-sex marriage and adoption were only legalised relatively recently, so many older queer and trans adults lack the family-of-origin or adult children networks others may rely on. That absence turns housing into more than a roof , it’s a frontline of dignity.
What the summit will offer , panels, legal expertise and community input
The summit runs from 8:30am and brings together local advocates, legal experts and service providers. Jay Kaplan from the ACLU Michigan LGBT Project and Emme Zanotti from Equality Michigan are among the speakers, and panels will cover housing models, employment, ageing services and financial security. Organisers say the day is designed to be practical: you’ll hear about policy, but also about what a welcoming housing option actually feels like.
If you want to influence local planning, this is the place to be. Sessions are geared toward community members as well as service providers, and free meals make it easy to stay and talk afterwards.
The bigger picture , discrimination in housing and health is national
The Michigan findings echo broader research showing high rates of discrimination against LGBTQ+ people when looking for homes and when accessing healthcare. National surveys and policy analyses report similar patterns: LGBTQ+ adults face barriers in housing searches, report bias from landlords, and often encounter less-than-welcoming medical care. That combination fuels instability , people avoid care, skip necessary moves, or settle for unsafe living situations.
For policy wonks and volunteers, this summit is a local moment that connects to national trends. Expect discussion of legal protections, enforcement gaps, and what community-based housing can look like when it’s intentionally inclusive.
How to turn worry into practical steps at home and in your community
You don’t need to be a planner to make a difference. Start by learning what local providers and shelters offer and whether they advertise explicit LGBTQ+ inclusion. If you’re an older adult thinking ahead, document your care wishes, explore shared-living or co-housing options, and ask potential housing providers about nondiscrimination policies. Volunteers and allies can attend the summit to learn how to advocate for affirming housing or to join grassroots projects that support isolated older adults.
Speakers at the summit will outline specific policy levers and community programmes , useful if you want to push for inclusive zoning, tenant protections, or training for health and housing staff.
What to expect next , from conversation to concrete change
The HOMES Coalition is framing the day as “A Call to Action” for a reason: community feedback from the summit will feed into local planning and advocacy. Events like this can rapidly shift priorities when advocates, lawyers and service providers speak the same language about safety, dignity and affordability.
Bring your questions, an open mind, and a readiness to volunteer time or expertise. For many attendees, the most immediate payoff will be feeling heard and finding practical next steps , and for the community, it’s another push toward housing that lets older LGBTQ+ people age openly and well.
It's a small change that can make every older adult safer and more seen.
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