Best Local Pride Proclamations: How Southern Maryland Celebrates Inclusiveness This June
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Shoppers and neighbours are noticing a warmer welcome as Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s counties mark Pride Month with official proclamations and community events, spotlighting local groups like PFLAG Southern Maryland and Pride Southern Maryland , and showing why small-town gestures still matter.
Essential Takeaways
Three-county push: St. Mary’s and Charles have already issued Pride Month proclamations; Calvert will follow on 16 June. 
Community hub: PFLAG Southern Maryland, a volunteer-run chapter, has expanded from support groups into education and visible outreach. 
Tensions remain: Past disagreements over photo ops and county support led to a temporary pause in Calvert, but mediation helped reopen talks. 
Practical events: The chapter runs family-friendly gatherings including a Pride Picnic at Gilbert Run Park on 21 June , low-key, welcoming, easy to join. 
Funding friction: Local departments that attended Pride last year faced scrutiny over spending, prompting organisers to cover vendor fees and rethink logistics.
Why these proclamations still matter in small towns
Official proclamations are short, public moments, but they carry a weighty, human feel , a quiet nod that you belong. According to organisers, proclamations give groups like PFLAG Southern Maryland a visible platform to say thank you and to let people know where to find support. Across the country, governors and councils have issued Pride recognitions, and local proclamations connect that larger trend to everyday life in Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s. If you’re wondering whether a proclamation changes things, think of it this way: it signals to schools, libraries and health departments that inclusion is on the agenda, which can make access to services feel safer.
How PFLAG Southern Maryland grew from support groups to public advocacy
What began as private support circles has picked up steam into education, outreach and events, reflecting real demand for safe spaces. PFLAG’s president, who’s led the chapter since 2020, says attendance and engagement have risen across the three counties, showing people want community and practical help. The group now balances emotional support with public advocacy , asking for proclamations, hosting picnics, and sharing resources on its website and meetings calendar. If you’re looking for help or volunteer opportunities, check local listings and events; groups often welcome new faces and fresh skills.
When a photo op became a protest , and how mediation helped
Not every interaction with county offices has been straightforward; a 2023 photo-op disagreement in Calvert illustrated how symbolic moments can be complicated. Organisers opted not to pose for photos then, using restraint as a peaceful protest to highlight that gestures without follow-through aren’t enough. That stance led to a diplomatic pause: Calvert declined a 2024 request for a proclamation but this year reopened communication after mediation by the county administrator. For other communities, it’s a reminder that asking for accountability alongside recognition can change the tone of civic engagement.
The nuts and bolts of throwing a safe, welcoming Pride event
Putting on even a small festival takes cash and coordination , venue fees, security, equipment and entertainer costs add up, and local departments sometimes face blowback for participating. Organisers in St. Mary’s have covered vendor fees to ease pressure on government partners, and they funnel any surplus into next year’s event. If you’re thinking of running a stall or attending, ask organisers about costs and volunteer roles early; many groups offer low-cost or volunteer options to keep things inclusive. Small, family-focused events like the Gilbert Run picnic are perfect if you want a gentle entry point: no vendors, just community, conversation and games.
What to expect next and how to get involved
Calvert’s proclamation on 16 June is the last of the three and will be watched closely by local activists who want to see if official tone matches community needs. Pride Southern Maryland still runs its bigger festival in October to link with LGBTQ+ History Month, while June stays full of smaller, accessible activities. If you want to support or find resources, PFLAG Southern Maryland posts event and meeting details online and welcomes newcomers who need peer support or want to help. And, if you plan to attend a proclamation or picnic, bring a friend , community-building is best done together.
It's a small change that can make every local conversation a little more welcoming.
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