Best Ways Vermont Communities Are Keeping Pride Alive Without the Pride Center
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Shoppers and neighbours have noticed a shift: after the Pride Center of Vermont paused operations, local groups and venues across the state are stepping up to keep Pride Month vibrant and supportive for LGBTQ+ Vermonters. Here’s what’s happening, who’s helping, and how you can join in.
Essential Takeaways
Big gap left: The Pride Center paused operations after funding dropped, leaving statewide coordination for Pride events without a central hub.
Local groups rising: Community-led Prides, grassroots organisers and regional sites like the Savoy Theater and Montpelier Pride are filling programming and sponsorship roles.
Services redistributed: Core supports , for example, a survivors’ group and a transgender drop-in space , have moved to organisations like the Vermont Network and Outright Vermont.
New tools: Aggregator sites such as Queer Era are helping people find accessible, detailed event listings across the state.
What to expect: More rural Prides, stronger local business sponsorships, and a renewed mix of celebration plus political organising.
What closed , and why it matters
The news that the Pride Center paused operations was a shock for many; the centre had been a visible hub for services and events since 1999. The pause came after a sudden funding shortfall when federal grant flows changed, and the board called the decision “heartbreaking.” For many LGBTQ+ Vermonters the centre wasn’t just an event organiser , it offered healthcare referrals, mental health supports and drop-in spaces that felt safe and steady. Losing that central resource matters because it concentrated expertise, relationships and visibility that are now being redistributed around the state.
How local groups and venues are plugging the gap
You won’t find a single replacement, but you will find lots of small engines making up for the loss. Montpelier Pride and other local organisations have taken on event-planning duties once shepherded by the Pride Center. The Savoy Theater, for instance, shifted film festival coordination to local organisers and even secured record numbers of local sponsorships. That kind of community buy-in means events are often more locally rooted and sometimes greener on accessibility and atmosphere , but it also means volunteers and smaller nonprofits are carrying more weight.
Services are moving, not disappearing
Some of the Pride Center’s vital programs have found new homes. A survivors’ support group now operates through the Vermont Network, and Outright Vermont has offered to host the Pride Center’s transgender adult drop-in in Burlington. These moves show resilience: organisations that specialise in youth services or violence response can absorb particular programmes more quickly than a single generalist centre might have. Still, the reshuffle raises questions about capacity, funding and whether these hosts can scale if demand keeps increasing.
Why rural Pride is getting louder
One unexpected upswing is the growth of local Prides outside Chittenden County. Critics have long said the Pride Center tended to focus around Burlington; the centre’s pause has pushed organisers in smaller towns to step forward. That decentralisation can make Pride feel more accessible to people who don’t travel to the city, and it often brings a different vibe , quieter, community-led, less commercial. If you’re choosing an event, check details like wheelchair access and sensory considerations; aggregator sites are now doing a better job listing that info.
How to support , practical tips for readers
If you want to help keep Pride alive in Vermont, small actions add up. Donate to the local groups running events or to organisations taking on programmes, like Outright Vermont or the Vermont Network. Volunteer your time for setup, outreach or accessibility checks. Businesses can sponsor individual events rather than large umbrella programmes, which helps grassroots organisers pay artists, rent spaces and offer free admissions. Finally, use listings such as Queer Era to find events and read accessibility notes before you go , that way your presence is informed and useful.
It’s not the same as a single Pride Center, but the patchwork that’s forming may make Vermont’s Pride season more locally resilient and inclusive than before.
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