Best Rainbow Graduation in Quezon City: A Celebration of Identity and Triumph
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Shoppers are turning to joyful rituals: Quezon City’s third “Graduation Rights” gathered over 200 LGBTQIA+ graduates to mark more than a diploma , it’s a public reclaiming of the moment many were once denied, held during Pride Month and attended by city officials to honour gender-affirming celebration.
Essential Takeaways
Inclusive turnout: More than 200 graduates from high school to PhD and police academy took part, wearing gender-affirming attire and celebrating openly.
Official recognition: Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte and other city officials greeted graduates, adding civic weight to the ceremony.
Community resonance: The event offers symbolic redress for students excluded by dress codes and gender policies, creating a visible Pride tradition.
Emotional impact: Participants described the ceremony as reclaiming a moment , joyful, tearful, and quietly powerful.
Growing scale: This marks the third edition of Graduation Rights, with organisers reporting higher attendance and broader media coverage.
Why this graduation matters , it’s more than caps and gowns
The strongest impression from the Quezon City event is visual: a colourful procession of tassels, gowns, and outfits that actually match the people wearing them. For many graduates it was the first time they crossed a stage dressed in a way that felt honest. Reuters-style civic reporting would underline how a municipal ceremony can change a simple ritual into an act of recognition; here, the mayor’s presence turned a symbolic protest into an official embrace. If your institution restricts attire, this is a model of how local government can step in.
How the event started and how it grew into a Pride tradition
Graduation Rights began as a direct response to exclusionary dress codes and rigid gender policies that left LGBTQIA+ students sidelined at their own ceremonies. Now in its third year, the rite has expanded from a modest march to a full ceremony attended by community leaders and hundreds of graduates. Local outlets reported a steady increase in numbers and visibility, reflecting a wider cultural shift in Metro Manila where Pride events are both celebration and civic statement. If you’re thinking of starting something similar, begin small, partner with city offices, and keep the invitation broad , from high school leavers to doctoral recipients.
Who showed up , a mix of degrees, ages and stories
This wasn’t a single-cohort event: graduates included high school students, college leavers, masters and PhD recipients , even police academy graduates. That mix sent a clear message: gender-affirming recognition matters across careers and generations. Coverage from multiple Filipino outlets highlighted candid moments on stage, hugs from proud friends and family, and the relief of finally being acknowledged. For families and allies, it’s a reminder that support can transform a milestone into a memory that lasts.
Politics and poetry , public figures and emotional speeches
Speakers used the platform for more than congratulations. Congressman Perci Cendaña reflected on the generations whose dreams were curtailed by exclusion, turning the procession into a litany of remembrance as well as celebration. The rhetoric balanced grief and hope, which is useful politically: it frames the ceremony as both corrective and aspirational. For organisers and advocates, pairing a celebratory tone with calls for policy change keeps attention on the structural issues , dress codes, institutional guidelines and anti-discrimination measures , that still need fixing.
What this means for other cities and institutions
Quezon City’s graduation rites show a practical route for municipalities and universities to make ceremonies more inclusive without waiting for national law changes. Local media and broadcast outlets documented the event, and the positive reception suggests that similar efforts would find support elsewhere. Practical tips: work with school administrations early, publicise inclusive dress code options, and invite city representatives to lend legitimacy. Small changes , a revised gown policy, gender-neutral forms, or an optional procession , can make a huge difference to a graduate’s sense of belonging.
It's a small change that can make every graduation mean what it should: a celebration where people can show up as themselves.
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