Best Pride Plans: Santa Monica’s Third Street Promenade Party Guide
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Celebrate loud and local , Santa Monica’s Third Street Promenade turns into a full-day Pride playground with drag brunches, live DJs, food stalls and a night market, and it’s all free and family-friendly. Here’s what to expect, how to plan your day, and the best ways to enjoy Pride on the Promenade.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Third Street Promenade closes to traffic for Pride and Block Fest on Saturday, running from morning drag brunches through a late-night festival. 
What’s on: Drag brunches at 1212 Santa Monica, multiple live music stages, DJs and electronic acts like BIJOU and AUTOGRAF, plus a night market. 
Food and vibe: Over 20 food vendors, including Villa’s Tacos and Sevan Kebab House, with a lively, inclusive atmosphere expected to draw thousands. 
Cost and access: Free entry, family-friendly, bring comfy shoes , expect crowds and a pedestrian-only promenade from 5pm to midnight for the Block Fest. 
Community presence: Local leaders including Santa Monica’s mayor and Downtown Santa Monica Inc. representatives will attend, underscoring civic support.
A day that starts with drag and ends with DJs
Kicking off with Pride on the Promenade, the morning and early afternoon lean theatrical and communal, with drag brunches staged at 1212 Santa Monica that promise colourful performances and local talent. The sound of laughter and music will feel immediate and close , think sequins, punchlines and brunch plates. Organisers designed the schedule to build momentum: gentle daytime programming that swells into a party atmosphere as evening approaches.
Why the promenade is the perfect Pride setting
Third Street Promenade’s open-air layout makes it ideal for a wide, walkable celebration; organisers are closing the street to cars so stages, vendor stalls and crowds can spread across all three blocks. That pedestrian-only plan creates a relaxed, festival feel where you can drift between acts and food without worrying about traffic. According to event pages, the aim is accessibility and visibility, with activities for different ages and tastes.
The evening Block Fest: DJs, live acts and a night market
From 5pm to midnight, Santa Monica Block Fest returns in full, with multiple stages hosting electronic music, DJs and live performers , headliners include BIJOU, AUTOGRAF and Haylee Wood. Expect pulsating beats, late-night energy and a neighbourhood night market to browse between sets. With more than 20 food vendors signed up, you’ll find everything from tacos to ramen; it’s the sort of event where you eat on the move and discover unexpected flavours.
Practical tips for enjoying the day
Get there early if you want a seat at a drag brunch or a prime spot by a stage, and bring a small backpack with water, sunscreen and a portable charger. Wear comfortable shoes , the promenade is best explored on foot , and pick a meeting spot in case your group splits up. There’s no admission fee, but organisers recommend reserving free tickets or checking official pages for programming updates and accessibility information.
Community, civic support and what it means locally
The presence of Santa Monica’s mayor and Downtown Santa Monica Inc. representatives signals official backing for Pride as both celebration and community-building. Local promoters and Pride organisations have emphasised inclusion, visible queer culture and support for performers; the festival’s scale , organisers expect thousands of visitors , suggests this has become a signature annual moment for downtown Santa Monica.
It's a small change that can make every visit feel celebratory , plan your route, pace yourself, and enjoy the parade of performances.
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