Best Liberty Open 2026 Guide: Love All, Play Proud at the USTA Centre
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Shoppers are turning their calendars to July , the Liberty Open returns July 10–12 at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, bringing hundreds of LGBTQ+ players, allies, and spectators together for competition, connection, and community. It matters because visibility and inclusive sport spaces change lives.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Liberty Open runs July 10–12, 2026 at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, with a Players’ Welcome on July 9. 
Theme and partners: The tournament theme Love All emphasises fairness and openness, backed by Metropolitan Tennis Group and a partnership with the USTA. 
Banquet highlights: Saturday’s Tournament Banquet features author Edward Schmit in conversation with Will Taylor, dinner, dancing, and a live LGBTQ+ performance; proceeds support The Trevor Project. 
Atmosphere: Expect competitive matches across divisions, a friendly, inclusive vibe, and social events for mingling , ticketed public events are limited. 
Practical note: Players and spectators can reserve banquet tickets and find event details via the Metropolitan Tennis Group website.
Why Love All matters: inclusivity at centre court
Love All is more than a snappy slogan; it’s a promise that players can show up as themselves and compete without hiding. You’ll feel it in warm handshakes, the steady thwack of serves, and the smiles in the players’ lounge. According to the Metropolitan Tennis Group, the event is built to foster connection as much as competition. The partnership with the USTA gives the tournament more visibility and resources, which helps normalise LGBTQ+ spaces within mainstream tennis. That’s a quiet but powerful shift , sport that’s visibly inclusive nudges broader culture in the same direction. If you care about representation, this is the kind of weekend that matters: courts full of real people, not just headlines.
What to expect on the schedule: matches, parties, and panels
The tournament runs across a long weekend with matches for multiple skill levels and divisions, so whether you’re a social player or take your singles seriously, there’s a place for you. The Players’ Welcome Draw Party on July 9 gives athletes a chance to meet before play begins, which keeps the competitive edge friendly rather than fierce. Saturday night’s Tournament Banquet , Love All: The Future Is Open , mixes sport and culture. A conversation between Edward Schmit and Will Taylor will spotlight queer storytelling in tennis and the pressures of high-level sport. There’ll be dinner, dancing, and a live performance, with raffle proceeds supporting The Trevor Project. For spectators and local supporters, a limited number of public tickets are available; book early if you want to join the banquet or watch featured matches.
The people behind it: MTG’s four-decade mission
Metropolitan Tennis Group has been creating space for LGBTQ+ players since 1993, growing from a Village Voice ad to a calendar of events that reach hundreds. MTG’s long game has been about belonging: social events, competitive play, and community service that keep people returning year after year. Their framing of Love All draws on that history , courts that teach sportsmanship and social connection. The USTA’s involvement underscores a broader appetite within national sport bodies to support diversity and inclusion initiatives, reinforcing that tennis is a sport for everyone. If you’ve ever felt excluded from traditional leagues, MTG’s model shows how grassroots organising can scale into citywide cultural moments.
How to take part: players, fans, and first-timers
Players should register via the Metropolitan Tennis Group event pages and check draw times closely; match schedules can be busy across the three tournament days. Pack basics , racquet, grips, water, and a dry change of kit , but also plan for socialising: the banquet and welcome party are as important for connection as the on-court action. Spectators can attend select matches and buy banquet tickets while supplies last. If you want to support the community without playing, buying a raffle ticket or donating to The Trevor Project at the event is a direct way to help. For newcomers, expect a welcoming vibe: volunteers and organisers make it easy to find courts, meet players, and join the social calendar.
Looking ahead: what Liberty Open signals for tennis
Events like Liberty Open matter because inclusion here tends to ripple outward: more visible LGBTQ+ competitions encourage clubs, sponsors, and governing bodies to follow suit. The tournament’s USTA partnership models how mainstream institutions can amplify grassroots community efforts without overshadowing them. Long term, those ripples could mean more accessible entry points for queer youth, better mental health supports in competitive sport, and a richer cultural life around tennis in cities like New York. For now, it’s a weekend where competition and community collide in the best possible way.
It's a small change that can make every serve and smile a little more visible.
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