Best Eurovision LGBTQ+ Spotlights: Ola Salo and Sweden’s The Ark, Pride Month Feature
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Celebrate Pride with a rewind: spotlighting Ola Salo, frontman of Sweden’s glam-rock outfit The Ark, and their 2007 Eurovision entry “The Worrying Kind,” a theatrical, upbeat performance that still sparks conversation about identity, style and pop spectacle.
Essential Takeaways
Who: Ola Salo, bisexual lead singer of The Ark, brought flamboyant showmanship to Eurovision 2007. 
Song & result: “The Worrying Kind” earned Sweden 51 points and finished 18th in Helsinki. 
Style: The performance mixed glam-rock camp, sharp suits and a theatrical vocal delivery with a confident, cheeky energy. 
Why it matters: It’s an example of how LGBTQ+ artists have used Eurovision stagecraft to express identity and spectacle. 
Where to watch: The official performance is available via Eurovision/YouTube archives and fan sites.
Why Ola Salo’s Eurovision moment still feels alive
Ola Salo’s presence on stage felt like a wink and a shout at once, high-energy and slightly theatrical, with a glossy glam-rock sheen that made the song feel immediate. Fans remember the confident posture, the smouldering delivery and the playful styling, small details that matter when an artist is signalling who they are. Eurovision often amplifies personality, and in 2007 Sweden sent an act that didn’t hide its camp leanings.
Backstory: The Ark had already built a reputation for dramatic, Bowie-tinged rock and cheeky lyrics, so their national selection felt like a natural progression. Sweden picked them to represent a country used to mixing mainstream pop with bold performance. The result, a middling finish, didn't erase the cultural ripple the act made among fans who loved a bit of theatrical flair on the big stage.
The Worrying Kind: song, sound and stagecraft
“The Worrying Kind” is a compact, hook-led track that leans on glam-rock motifs: driving rhythm, punchy chorus and a lead vocal that’s part croon, part growl. The Ark wrapped that sound in visual theatre, sharp suits, precise moves and a slight camp tongue-in-cheek that Eurovision audiences savour. It’s the kind of number where the costume and delivery are as much part of the melody as the chords.
If you’re comparing entries, think of it as a bridge between pop immediacy and rock theatre. For casual listeners it’s catchy; for devoted fans it’s a live moment with personality. Eurovision archives and fan encyclopedias keep clips and write-ups that show how the song fit the 2007 field stylistically.
Representation on the Eurovision stage: why it matters
Ola Salo identifies as bisexual, and that visibility matters in a contest long celebrated for its LGBTQ+ fandom and performers. Eurovision has been a platform where queer artists can be themselves and where flamboyance is often rewarded by public affection even when jury scores are mixed. That mix, public warmth and varied official scoring, underlines how Eurovision can champion diversity in style and identity, even when results don’t place an act at the top.
Context: fan sites and encyclopaedias catalogue these moments because they show how music and identity intersect. For many viewers, seeing an openly queer performer on such a big stage is both affirming and entertaining, and it contributes to the contest’s reputation as a safe space for creative expression.
How The Ark’s Eurovision run is viewed by fans and pundits
Fans tend to treat The Ark’s performance as a joyful, slightly eccentric highlight of the 2007 contest rather than a frontrunner. Eurovision communities and wiki pages catalogue the entry with affection, noting the band’s distinctive look and stagecraft. Critics at the time and since have pointed out that Eurovision scoring can be unpredictable; a memorable performance doesn’t always convert into a top finish.
Practical tip: if you’re curious, watch the official clip on Eurovision’s channels and then browse fan encyclopedias for commentary, those contrast the broadcast moment with behind-the-scenes chatter, giving a fuller picture of how the act landed.
What to take away this Pride month
Ola Salo and The Ark are a neat reminder that Eurovision is as much about character as it is about chart potential. Their 2007 entry is a compact piece of pop theatre with queer visibility woven into the performance. For Pride month, it’s worth rewinding to appreciate how identity, costume and attitude all play a part in how music gets remembered.
If you’re compiling a Pride playlist or revisiting memorable Eurovision acts, add “The Worrying Kind” for its swagger and the reminder that spectacle and sincerity often go hand in hand.
It's a small moment in contest history, but one that still glitters on the stage.
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