Best Explainer: Ghana’s New Anti-LGBTQ+ Law and What It Means
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Shoppers of headlines are watching as Ghana’s parliament approved a sweeping anti-LGBTQ+ law, a move that matters for citizens, activists and diplomacy; the bill widens colonial-era bans, adds prison terms for identity and “promotion”, and introduces a duty to report alleged offences, raising human‑rights alarms.
Essential Takeaways
New criminalisation: The law explicitly criminalises identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or queer, with prison sentences of up to three years. 
Promotion and allyship punished: Saying you’re an ally or “promoting” LGBTQ+ activity can attract up to ten years behind bars, with vague wording that risks broad interpretation. 
Mandatory reporting: Citizens are required to report so‑called forbidden acts to police, a measure human‑rights groups say encourages surveillance and fear. 
Regional pattern: Ghana’s move mirrors a wider trend across parts of Africa, where several countries have toughened anti‑LGBTQ+ rules in recent years. 
International concern: Human Rights Watch, Amnesty and other organisations warn the law endangers lives and freedoms and could prompt international criticism and aid questions.
What exactly did Ghana’s parliament approve?
The core change is a clear expansion of existing colonial-era bans into specific, penalised offences. Previously, same‑sex conduct was criminalised under old statutes; now the law makes identity and advocacy punishable, with distinct prison terms. According to reporting from Africanews and AP, sentences range from three years for identifying as LGBTQ+ to up to ten years for promoting LGBTQ+ rights or being an “ally”. The bill also creates a duty for citizens to report alleged violations to police, which rights groups say institutionalises mistrust.
Followers of Ghanaian politics will recognise how swiftly a policy can reshape daily life. For LGBTQ+ people this isn’t abstract: it affects who they can speak to, where they can seek help, and whether neighbours feel empowered to report them.
Why activists and rights groups are alarmed
Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have been vocal. They argue the law doesn’t simply criminalise behaviour, it legitimises harassment, fuels stigma and risks turning ordinary citizens into informants. Rights groups point to the mandatory reporting clause as particularly chilling: it can normalise surveillance within families, churches and workplaces, and make confidential support services impossible.
This reaction reflects patterns elsewhere in the region. In 2023 Uganda passed an especially harsh law, and recent moves in Mali, Burkina Faso and Senegal show a worrying regional hardening, according to human‑rights coverage and regional monitoring organisations.
Where does Ghana fit in the African picture?
Ghana is not unique, but it’s part of a larger swing. Over 30 African countries still criminalise same‑sex relations, and globally about 64 nations do the same. Some countries, like Sudan or parts of northern Nigeria, impose far heavier penalties , in extreme cases life sentences or worse , while a few states, notably South Africa, have constitutional protections and marriage equality. Governments such as Botswana, Angola, Mozambique and Gabon have recently moved to decriminalise, but the overall trend in several West and Central African countries has been towards more restrictive laws.
So, Ghana’s law sits somewhere in the middle on paper, but its novelty lies in criminalising identity, allyship and promotion , not just acts.
What pushed this change politically?
Local religious voices, largely Christian groups, have campaigned for tougher rules for years, framing measures as protections for “family values”. Reporters and activists have also flagged the role of transnational networks that promote conservative family agendas; conferences on family values that attract lawmakers from across the continent have been cited as influential in pushing similar legislation in other countries.
And politics matters: the bill still requires the president’s signature. President John Dramani Mahama has previously signalled conservative views on gender and marriage, making it likely he will sign the measure, a fate that prevented an earlier version from becoming law in 2024 when then‑president Nana Akufo‑Addo withheld his signature.
What can people do or expect next?
For LGBTQ+ Ghanaians and allies, the immediate priority is safety and legal guidance: keep contact lists secure, use trusted support networks, and follow advice from credible NGOs. International observers may respond with statements, conditional aid or diplomatic pressure, though responses vary widely. Organisations such as Human Rights Watch and local groups like Rightify are already documenting the law’s effects and advising communities.
Longer term, this law may spur litigation, regional advocacy or international diplomatic engagement. In the meantime, it will shape daily life for many people in very personal ways.
It's a small change on paper that promises big consequences in practice.
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