Best look at Italy’s civil unions: ten years on and what still needs fixing
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Celebrate the progress: Italy’s law on civil unions turned ten, but gaps remain on pensions, adoptions and full marriage equality , here’s what happened, where couples are marrying, and why the debate matters for families across the country.
Essential Takeaways
Law at ten: The Cirinnà law came into force in 2016, creating civil unions for same‑sex couples and changing everyday life for thousands. 
Uptake: Since then more than 20,000 civil unions have been registered; 2024 alone saw 2,936 same‑sex unions, with men making up a slight majority. 
Regional pattern: The North‑west and Centre account for most unions, with Lombardy, Lazio and Emilia‑Romagna leading by region. 
Unresolved issues: Key legal gaps remain , especially around pension rights, adoption frameworks and full parity with marriage. 
Cross‑border angle: EU case law is shifting expectations: marriages performed abroad may trigger recognition disputes at home.
Why the Cirinnà law still matters , and what it actually changed
Ten years after the law hit the Gazzetta Ufficiale, the mood is mixed: pride at the recognition it brought, friction over the rights it didn’t fully secure. The law established civil unions for same‑sex couples and introduced protections that didn’t exist before, from formal recognition to some family law mechanics. According to contemporary coverage, the bill passed with a large majority in the Chamber and was shepherded by Senator Monica Cirinnà, which helps explain the law’s nickname and political lineage. For many couples the change was tangible , registrations, celebrations, and a clearer legal status , but the texture of daily life still shows the law as a milestone rather than an endpoint.
Numbers and geography: who is using civil unions in Italy
Statistics show the phenomenon isn’t evenly spread: 2024 numbers counted almost 3,000 same‑sex unions, with men accounting for about 55 per cent. The North‑west hosts roughly a third of registrations, the Centre a quarter, and Lombardy alone contributes the largest regional share. These patterns mirror broader social and administrative realities , urban areas and larger municipalities tend to file more unions, and local culture and services make a difference. If you’re planning to formalise a union, expect to find more supportive local infrastructures in those regions, and consider timing and paperwork as municipal procedures still vary.
The big missing pieces: pensions, adoption and marriage equality
The law didn’t close every legal hole. Pension entitlements and survivor benefits have been a recurring flashpoint, with court rulings nudging policy but not yet producing fully harmonised rules. Adoption remains thorny: after debates around stepchild adoption faded, no broad new framework for rainbow families has emerged, and that leaves many couples without a clear path to shared parental rights. Meanwhile, the political landscape stalls full marriage equality , Italy lags behind some EU neighbours that have allowed same‑sex marriage for years. Practically, that means couples still face uncertainty over inheritance, parental responsibilities and cross‑border recognition in some situations.
Looking beyond Italy: EU rulings and cross‑border recognition
European courts are reshaping expectations. Recent rulings from the Court of Justice of the EU have criticised member states that refuse to recognise rights tied to same‑sex marriages performed abroad, creating pressure on national systems. That’s important for Italian couples who marry in countries that allow equal marriage; their status may be secure under EU law even if domestic politics lag. The practical takeaway is to seek legal advice when rights hinge on cross‑border recognition , and to watch EU jurisprudence, which often becomes the template for national change.
What people say and what comes next
Public debate remains active: activists point to the Cirinnà law as a beginning, not the finish. Politicians remain split, so further reform depends on shifting majorities and pressure from courts and civil society. For couples, the best pragmatic step is to keep informed: register your union properly, check local rules, and consult a lawyer about pensions, parental rights or international marriages. The landscape is slowly moving towards parity, but it’s a gradual process of rulings, politics and lived practice.
It's a small legal shift that made life clearer for thousands , and there's more to do to make equality complete.
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