Best Hope for Budapest Pride: What the EU Ruling Means for Hungary’s LGBTQ+ Rights
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Shoppers are turning to hope in Budapest: the EU’s top court has struck down Hungary’s anti-LGBTQ law, unblocking Budapest Pride for June 27 and signalling a fresh contest between local free expression and national-level restrictions. Here’s why it matters, who’s celebrating, and what to watch next.
Essential Takeaways
Court verdict: The European Union’s top court ruled Hungary’s 2025 anti-LGBTQ legislation unlawful, paving the way for Budapest Pride to proceed on June 27.
Local leaders triumphant: Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony welcomed the decision and had previously defied the ban by allowing last year’s march attended by 100,000 people.
Wider reaction: European Green and human rights groups hailed the ruling as a positive sign for democracy and fundamental rights in Hungary.
Ongoing tensions: Prosecutors had charged Karácsony for defying the ban; proceedings were suspended earlier this year, and political clashes are likely to continue.
Practical note: Expect a large, visible rally in central Budapest with strong international attention and likely legal aftershocks.
Why the EU court decision matters now
The most striking fact is simple: a supranational court has overruled a national law that sought to limit LGBTQ+ expression, and that reverberates beyond one march. The ruling reverses legal cover for measures adopted under Viktor Orbán’s government that had increasingly restricted LGBT rights, and it immediately cleared the way for Pride organisers and city authorities to plan openly. For participants, that shift feels tangible , more security, less legal limbo, and an atmosphere of relief you can almost sense in the streets.
This ruling didn’t appear out of nowhere. It follows months of legal challenges and high-profile confrontations between Budapest’s liberal local leadership and the national executive. Expect this to be framed as a legal and political turning point in debates over Hungary’s place in the EU on rights protection.
Karácsony’s defiance: last year’s march set the tone
Last year’s parade became a civic story as much as a protest. Mayor Gergely Karácsony found a legal workaround to let the march proceed despite the parliamentary ban, and roughly 100,000 people turned up , including European politicians and visible critics of the Orbán era. That crowd wasn’t just a number; it was a statement of public appetite for visible, communal celebration.
Karácsony has been charged for that act of defiance, though courts suspended proceedings earlier this year. His public comments after the EU court decision underlined the emotional stakes: he framed the unbanning as proof that “the culture of freedom in Hungary has endured,” a line that will resonate with supporters and irritate opponents. For anyone organising or attending, the practical takeaway is that local government support matters , and can make a difference even in a hostile national climate.
How rights groups and European parties reacted
Human Rights Watch and other watchdogs described the EU ruling as a clear rebuke to legislation that had eroded fundamental protections. Meanwhile, European Green Party figures called it a hopeful signal for democracy in Hungary after years of attacks on the LGBTQI+ community. Their reactions aren’t just political soundbites , they’ll shape how Brussels and EU agencies engage with Hungary going forward.
Those organisations will likely press for follow-through: stronger safeguards, monitoring, and quick resolution of pending charges against local officials. Expect them to keep spotlighting Hungary in Brussels, using the court’s language to push for systemic fixes rather than one-off victories.
What this means for Budapest Pride on June 27
For people planning to attend, the immediate news is practical and emotional: the parade is back on with clear legal backing. That should help organisers secure permits, marshals, and police co-operation, and it will encourage international guests to come without the legal uncertainty that hung over last year’s event.
But don’t mistake legal clearance for calm: political tensions are still high and counter-demonstrations or legal appeals remain possible. If you’re going, pack for the weather, expect big crowds, and consider simple safety steps , travel light, mark meeting points with friends, and check organisers’ updates for route and timing.
What to watch next: politics, prosecutions and EU follow-up
This ruling won’t finish the story. Prosecutors who charged Karácsony could pursue appeals or other actions. Hungary’s national government may seek political or legislative responses, and the episode will be a talking point in EU institutions evaluating Hungary’s rule-of-law record.
In short, this is a legal win with political aftershocks. It’s a reminder that EU courts can act as a check on national measures that breach bloc rules, but it also shows how rights are won in public squares as much as in courtrooms. For supporters of LGBTQ+ rights, this will feel like momentum; for critics of the government, it’s a tangible embarrassment.
It's a small change that can make every march safer and more visible.
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