Best Buy Rainbow Sydney 2026: New CBD Venue and What to Expect
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Expect a bigger, bolder Buy Rainbow , Sydney’s LGBTQIA+ small business fair returns in October 2026, this time at Rydges World Square in the CBD, with stall registrations open and a Pride Fest pop-up on Oxford Street in May. It’s a chance to spotlight queer-owned makers, traders and services across the city.
Essential takeaways
New central location: Buy Rainbow moves to Rydges World Square, bringing the market into Sydney’s CBD and a busier footfall area.
Date and time: The full Buy Rainbow market is set for Saturday 17 October 2026, 10am–4pm.
Early preview: A one-day pop-up during Pride Fest on 30 May will run alongside Qtopia Sydney and the Oxford Street Markets.
Open for traders: Stallholder registrations are already open, welcoming retailers, artists, creators and professional services.
Community impact: The event aims to boost visibility and economic participation for LGBTQIA+ businesses, supporting local jobs and culture.
Why the move into the CBD matters
Putting Buy Rainbow at Rydges World Square drops the market into a high-traffic, central spot, so expect more browsers, commuters and curious visitors drifting past colourful stalls. Organisers want a larger platform for queer entrepreneurs, and a CBD venue naturally increases visibility and access for tourists and Sydneysiders alike. If you’re a small business that relies on walk-in custom, this shift could be the difference between a quiet weekend and a busy one.
What kinds of stalls and services will you find?
Buy Rainbow has always mixed retail, art and professional services , think handmade goods next to creative studios and community-led enterprises. This year’s emphasis remains on queer-owned and operated businesses across fashion, beauty, food, publishing and consultancy. For buyers, it’s the kind of market where you can find a thoughtful gift, meet a maker, and have a meaningful chat about supporting the rainbow economy.
How the pop-up at Oxford Street previews the main event
Ahead of October, organisers are staging a one-day pop-up on 30 May during Pride Fest, in collaboration with Qtopia Sydney and the Oxford Street Markets. Oxford Street is a historic queer precinct, and the pop-up offers a preview of the market vibe , a compact taste of stalls, performances and community buzz. It’s a good day to scout brands you love and to see whether you should book a stall for the full event.
Practical tips for stallholders and shoppers
Traders should register early to secure space and to factor in transport and display needs for a CBD hotel venue. Choose sturdy stands, pack for wet weather and plan digital payments , central events move fast. Shoppers should arrive earlier for quieter browsing, bring a tote for purchases and follow Buy Rainbow channels for maps and stall lists. For visitors with accessibility needs, central venues usually offer better transport links and facilities.
What this means for Sydney’s queer business scene
Buy Rainbow isn’t just a market; it’s a statement about inclusion and economic participation. The Pride Business Association stresses that LGBTQIA+ businesses contribute to the city’s cultural life and livelihoods, and a high-profile CBD event underlines that contribution. Expect more local partnerships, media attention and year-round opportunities as organisers leverage the market’s growing momentum.
It’s a small change that can make every purchase feel more powerful.
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