Best Ways Communities Are Fighting Anti-Trans Ballot Measures in Washington
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Shoppers are stepping up at fundraisers and activists are organising across Washington as two controversial ballot measures , one on parents’ rights and one to ban trans girls from school sports , head to the November ballot, and local groups say grassroots cash and boots-on-the-ground work will be what matters most.
Essential Takeaways
Two statewide measures: Voters will see a “Parents’ Bill of Rights” style initiative and a transgender sports ban on the November ballot, both backed by a wealthy PAC.
Big money, visible pushback: A single hedge-fund–linked donor and an organisation called Let’s Go Washington fund the initiatives; local groups are countering with ticketed benefits and small-donor drives.
Community organising matters: Groups like No Hate in Washington are using events to fund staff, polling and rural outreach, with organisers saying presence outside Seattle is essential.
Possible invasive enforcement: Critics warn the sports measure could force “medical verification” that risks invasive checks for student athletes.
Emotional stakes: For trans youth and allies, these are not abstract policy fights , they’re about safety, dignity and everyday life.
A summer soiree turned into political resistance
On an unusually hot April day, socialites and activists flocked to Koko’s tequila bar not just for cool cocktails, but to raise money and morale, and the evening had a lively, hopeful feel. Fundraising tickets started at $100, and organisers were candid that the cash would pay for the nuts-and-bolts of a campaign that needs people on the ground.
The event put faces and voices , including student athlete Giselle Gonzales , at the centre of the debate. According to the Seattle Gay News, Gonzales spoke about finding refuge and identity through sport, reminding the room this is personal for many youngsters. That emotional texture makes organising easier to frame: it’s not just policy, it’s people.
Who’s bankrolling the ballot push, and why it matters
The campaigns behind the measures have outside money and a clear backer in a PAC linked to a hedge fund donor. Journalists reporting on the story note the unusual scale: initiatives traditionally start with grassroots coalitions, but when one very wealthy donor pours cash in, it changes the game.
Organisers say that cash buys attention , and advertising , but it also polarises audiences and stiffens resistance. For opponents, the answer is clear: counter that big spending with many smaller donations and visible community events so the narrative belongs to everyday voters.
What’s in the measures and the real-world risk
One initiative revives elements of a “Parents’ Bill of Rights,” aiming to expand access to students’ educational and health information and materials review. The other would ban trans girls from girls’ sports and requires some form of “medical verification” to prove sex at birth.
Reporting from regional outlets flags a worrying detail: enforcement language could create pathways to invasive checks for minors. That prospect has galvanised opponents who call it unacceptable and potentially traumatic, and it’s become a key message in counter-campaigning.
Ground game: why rural outreach and small staffers matter
Campaign managers say the fight won’t be won in downtown cafés alone. No Hate in Washington, the main opposition effort, is explicitly planning to place part-time organisers in eastern and rural counties where trans allyship is rarer.
Practical advice from organisers: invest ticket proceeds in hiring local staff, run door-to-door or phone canvassing in swing precincts, and tailor messages for communities that might respond to different frames , safety for kids, fairness in sports, or privacy and medical consent, for instance.
What supporters and opponents are saying in public forums
Voices from both sides have been audible in public. Performers at benefit nights used humour and critique to question the motives behind the initiatives, while organisers stressed the defensive posture of their campaign: they didn’t want a fight, but they must fight to keep current protections.
Observers note that while the initiatives have striking headlines and media attention, polling suggests passage is not a foregone conclusion. That means turnout, local persuasion and small-donor mobilisation will likely decide the outcome.
How to help, and what voters should look for
If you want to support opponents of the measures, organisers recommend three simple steps: donate to local groups, attend or volunteer at community events, and help spread factual, humane stories about trans youth. Voters should watch for clear language in ballot pamphlets and for any campaign ads that misstate the effects of the measures.
For parents and schools, the immediate practical step is to ask local school boards and district officials how they would implement any change, and keep records of school policies and communications.
It's a small change that can make every vote and every conversation count.
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