Best Takes on Margaret Cho Turning Down Heated Rivalry: What Fans Lost

[image: ]
Shoppers of queer TV culture are buzzing after Margaret Cho revealed she passed on a role in the hit queer hockey drama Heated Rivalry, saying border and ICE concerns kept her from filming in Canada , and now fans wonder what the show might have been with her in it.
Essential Takeaways
Big name, big fear: Margaret Cho says she declined a pilot because it filmed in Canada and she feared detention at the border. 
Show context: Heated Rivalry is a Canadian queer sports drama adapted from Rachel Reid’s novels, popular with LGBTQ+ audiences. 
Season 2 on the way: The series is developing a second season, reportedly adapting The Long Game and eyeing production later this year. 
Cho’s still interested: She’s already teased outreach about joining Season 2, so a cameo isn’t off the table. 
Emotional vibe: Fans reacted with a mix of disappointment and excitement, imagining Cho’s comic edge in a romantic, emotionally messy series.
Cho’s honest worry: politics met casting
Margaret Cho told podcast listeners she loved the pilot she’d been sent, but bowed out because it shot in Canada and she feared being detained at the border due to her outspoken criticism of ICE. That candid admission underlines how political positions and practical logistics collided for performers in the current climate. According to reporting, Cho said the decision “killed” her because she felt an immediate connection to the material, and she’s since been watching the show as a fan.
What Heated Rivalry is and why it matters
Heated Rivalry began life on the page as Rachel Reid’s bestselling queer sports romances and has since found a fervent audience on screen for its messy, romantic storytelling. The series centres on rival hockey stars whose secret relationship drives both the drama and the heat, and it’s become a staple in LGBTQ+ viewing circles for combining sport with earnest queer love. Critics and viewers have praised its emotional stakes and chemistry between the leads.
Season 2: hope for a Cho cameo and other cameos to watch
Season 2 is in development and reportedly plans to adapt The Long Game, continuing the central couple’s story. Industry coverage suggests production could ramp up this summer with an eye on a 2027 release window, which opens the door for guest stars and cameos. Cho says she’s reached out about Season 2, and given the long list of celebrities who’ve publicly expressed interest, a surprise appearance remains possible.
Fan reaction: mourning, imagination and a little chaos
Fans were quick to mourn the casting that might have been, imagining Cho’s comedic presence trading banter with the show’s leads. The series’ rapid rise has encouraged many public figures to lobby for parts, and social chatter mixes genuine disappointment with playful campaigning for future cameos. For queer audiences who found solace and joy in the show, the “what if” of Cho’s involvement has become a small, bittersweet cultural moment.
Practical takeaways for actors and fans
For performers, Cho’s story is a reminder to weigh creative opportunity against personal risk; for fans, it’s a note that casting stories often have complex, real-world reasons behind them. If you’re tracking Season 2, keep an eye on production announcements this summer and expect casting updates to drop gradually. And if you’re planning a watch party, Cho herself has hosted rewatch events , a neat example of a public figure embracing fandom even after stepping away.
It's a small twist in a big fandom story, and there's still a chance Margaret Cho might join the party yet.
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