Best Silver Pride Cinema Festival Guide for Wilmington Movie Lovers This Spring
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Catch the Silver Pride Cinema Festival in downtown Wilmington for two days of queer cinema, community and a joyful “Red Carpet Gay‑La” , a perfect chance to see classic and new LGBTQ+ films, join a heritage shuttle, and learn from filmmakers while celebrating visibility and connection.
When and where: May 29–30 at Jengo’s Playhouse in downtown Wilmington, with indoor and outdoor screenings. 
Opening night vibe: Arrive in drag for the 6pm “Red Carpet Gay‑La,” enjoy small bites and an outdoor screening of The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert at 8pm. 
Highlights: Features include Jimpa, Barbara Forever, and the Painted Bunting Shorts Block , a varied slate of queer stories. 
Extras: A WilmingtoNColor heritage shuttle and a 90‑minute directing workshop with Ingrid Jungermann add history and craft to the festival. 
Tickets: Opening night is $20 and includes the Gay‑La, food and the screening; passes and single tickets are available online.
A glittery kickoff: why the Red Carpet Gay‑La matters
The festival throws open its doors with an upbeat, colourful party that’s as much about costume and camaraderie as it is about film; the air will likely smell of street food and summer nights. Organisers describe the Gay‑La as a celebration of joy, visibility and intergenerational connection, and it’s easy to see why , drag invites everyone to play, laugh and be seen. If you love an entrance, arrive early to soak up the pre‑show energy and snag a great spot for the outdoor screening.
A mix of classics and cutting‑edge queer cinema
The programming joins a beloved road comedy classic with newer, more intimate pieces. The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert sets a high‑spirited tone, while films like Jimpa and Barbara Forever offer quieter, reflective takes on family, identity and queer history. The Painted Bunting Shorts Block packs a range of genres and voices into one session, so if you want variety, that’s where to go. Booking a day pass makes sense if you want to hop between moods.
Learn from a pro: Ingrid Jungermann’s directing workshop
Beyond screenings, the festival adds practical value: a 90‑minute directing workshop led by Ingrid Jungermann. Expect scene analysis, hands‑on storytelling tips and production basics , useful whether you’re an aspiring filmmaker or simply curious how those emotional beats are built. Workshops like this are rare at small festivals, so sign up early; places are limited and the chance to ask specific questions to a working creator is worth it.
History and context: the WilmingtoNColor shuttle and community roots
The festival partners with community organisations to broaden the weekend beyond cinema. The WilmingtoNColor heritage shuttle offers a 90‑minute tour focused on Wilmington’s Black history and cultural legacy, adding important context to local queer narratives. Combined with Cucalorus Film Foundation’s local arts ties, the weekend feels rooted in place , it’s a festival for residents as much as for visitors, weaving film into civic memory.
Practical tips for getting the most from the weekend
Plan ahead: buy opening night or full‑festival passes online to avoid sellouts. Dress for both an outdoor screening and cooler indoor spaces , layers help. If you’re trying a workshop, bring a notebook and a question. Arrive early for the Gay‑La if you want photos or a table for food. Finally, consider parking or ride options for downtown Wilmington on a busy weekend; walking from nearby spots will save time.
It's a small change that can make every screening feel like a shared celebration.
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