Best Venues for KASHISH 2026: Liberty, Alliance Française and NGMA Bring Pride to South Mumbai
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Shoppers of culture and queer cinephiles are already planning their June calendars: KASHISH 2026 will run from June 3–7 across three iconic South Mumbai venues, widening its reach with the National Gallery of Modern Art joining long-standing hosts Liberty Cinema and Alliance Française. It matters , these spaces shape how stories are seen, heard and celebrated.
Essential Takeaways
Dates and venues: KASHISH Pride Film Festival runs June 3–7 at Liberty Cinema, Alliance Française and the new venue NGMA Mumbai.
New partner: NGMA joins for the first time, adding a gallery ambience and tying into city-wide film and art programming.
Legacy locations: Alliance Française returns for its 17th year and Liberty Cinema for its 10th, offering familiar, intimate festival atmospheres.
Theme: #KASHISH2026 is "Reflect, Resonate, Rejoice!" , a programme focused on memory, connection and celebration.
Practical note: The film lineup is still being curated; check mumbaiqueerfest.com for programme updates and ticketing.
Why NGMA joining feels like a mini cultural moment
This year’s showstopper is the National Gallery of Modern Art coming on board, which brings a quieter, gallery-ish tone to screenings and events. Museums have a different hum , the echo of footsteps, the soft rustle of programmes , and that can change how you watch a film, making intimate moments feel even more resonant. According to the festival team, NGMA’s inclusion is intended to make the festival feel more accessible and to situate queer cinema within broader conversations about art and identity. Expect crossover events that riff on both moving image and curated visual art.
Liberty Cinema: a decade-long home with heart
Liberty has been hosting KASHISH for ten years, and the venue’s old-school showplace charm is part of the festival’s DNA. There's a sense of reunion when audiences return: the velvet, the poster-studded walls, the salt-of-the-earth projectionist tales that somehow make screenings feel personal. Festival organisers stress Liberty’s legacy of openness and personal liberty as fitting for KASHISH’s mission. If you like festivals that feel like neighbourhood celebrations rather than corporate showcases, Liberty is where you’ll feel most at home.
Alliance Française: nearly two decades of cultural solidarity
Alliance Française and KASHISH have been partners since the festival’s birth in 2010, making this their 17th year together. The venue is known for intimate auditoriums and a programme sensibility that favours conversation as much as screening. Alliance’s long-term commitment underlines the festival’s evolution from a fledgling event to one of South Asia’s most recognised queer film platforms. For viewers who want Q&As, workshops and a communal vibe, Alliance Française remains a reliable bet.
What the theme "Reflect, Resonate, Rejoice!" signals for programming
The festival theme suggests a balanced programme: films that look back at history and personal memory, works that aim to echo in shared experience, and titles that celebrate joy and resilience. That triad means audiences can expect documentaries, personal essays and feel-good narratives in roughly equal measure. Organisers describe the theme as an invitation to feel the full emotional spectrum of queer life , so don’t be surprised if melancholic shorts sit next to raucous comedies in the same session.
Practical tips for festival-goers
Plan to split your festival time across venues; South Mumbai’s traffic and parking can make hopscotching slower than you think. Book screenings early once the programme is announced at mumbaiqueerfest.com, especially at Liberty and Alliance where seating is limited. If you prefer a gallery ambience, pick NGMA events , they may include panel talks or exhibitions that extend the movie experience. Finally, bring cash or a contactless card and a comfy jacket for breezy, air‑conditioned auditoriums.
It's a small change that can make every screening feel fresher , and every story hit home.
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