Best Fringe Shows in Brighton: Brighton Gay Men's Chorus Presents "Heroes" This May
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Shoppers and Fringe-goers are flocking back to Kemptown as the Brighton Gay Men's Chorus returns with "Heroes" , a two-night celebration of musical icons and LGBTQ+ trailblazers at St George's Church on 1–2 May, blending soaring choral arrangements, live interviews and fundraising for community wellbeing.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: St George's Church, Kemptown, Friday 1 and Saturday 2 May; tickets from £15–£20. 
Format: Live choral tributes plus short interviews with LGBTQ+ activists and pioneers. 
Who’s featured: Tributes to Bowie, Mercury and George Michael alongside contemporary artists such as JADE and Self Esteem. 
Community focus: Guests include Trans Pride Brighton's CEO and veterans who changed Armed Forces policy; proceeds support Tonic. 
What to expect: Original, punchy choral arrangements, standout solos and a show that mixes joy with reflection.
Why "Heroes" feels like the Fringe's warmest welcome
The Brighton Gay Men's Chorus knows how to open a season with atmosphere; expect the room to fill with that slightly electric, slightly expectant hush that comes before a favourite song. The group's arrangements are known for punchy harmonies and fresh twists on familiar tracks, so you won't just hear the hits , you'll hear them reimagined.
The idea is simple and effective: pair the music that made people feel seen with the real-life stories of the people who fought for that visibility. It's a format that gives the evening emotional highs and thoughtful pauses, and it plays to Brighton's strengths as a place where performance and activism comfortably overlap.
Real voices on stage: the interview element matters
Alongside the music, the chorus has invited a series of guests who have made tangible changes for LGBTQ+ people. You're likely to hear perspectives from leaders such as the CEO of Trans Pride Brighton and campaigners who helped overturn discriminatory Armed Forces policies.
That mix of testimony and song gives the show a documentary feel, so it's not just entertainment , it's a small civic moment. If you're someone who values context as much as a great solo, this pairing makes "Heroes" feel like an evening that both celebrates and educates.
Who the music honours , and why the choices resonate
The musical thread runs from icons like David Bowie, Freddie Mercury and George Michael to modern artists such as JADE and Self Esteem. That spread shows how queer culture has constantly reinvented itself: classics that shaped generations sit happily beside current voices who continue to shift the conversation.
For audience members, that means a pleasing variety , nostalgic belts, contemporary groove and arrangements that give each song a choral identity. If you want a taste of the chorus's wider repertoire, their performance history and upcoming dates are listed on their site, so you can spot recurring favourites or new experiments.
Practical notes: tickets, venue and who it's for
Tickets are affordably priced, starting around mid-teens, which keeps the show accessible for regular Fringe-goers and first-timers alike. St George's Church in Kemptown is intimate, so book early if you want a front-row view of those solo moments.
The evening is inclusive: whether you come for the music, the stories, or to support Tonic , a social group for gay men focusing on sober social connection , there's something for everyone. If you're sensitive to volume or prefer quieter spots, the church's acoustic and seating layout make it easy to choose a comfortable place.
Why this matters for Brighton's cultural calendar
Brighton has long been a hub for queer creativity and community organising, and a show like "Heroes" reinforces that identity while raising money for local causes. The chorus's choice to spotlight ongoing struggles as well as past victories feels timely , progress is worth celebrating, but conversation needs to keep going.
Expect an evening that leaves you humming a tune and thinking about the people behind the headlines. It's the sort of Fringe event that reminds you why live performance still matters: it connects, it questions, and it cheers.
It's a small change of plan that can make your Fringe weekend feel both celebratory and meaningful.
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