Latest Stonewall Campaigns: How Anti-LGBTQIA+ Hate Crime Laws Are Changing
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Shoppers, activists and readers are noticing Stonewall’s renewed push this year , campaigning across law, sport and community to make anti-LGBTQIA+ hate crime an aggravated offence and to lift queer women and non-binary people into the spotlight during Lesbian Visibility Week. It matters because the law, public life and everyday safety are all at stake.
Essential Takeaways
Legal momentum: Amendments to the Crime and Policing Bill now aim to make anti-LGBTQIA+ hate crime an aggravated offence, increasing penalties and recognition.
Wider push: Stonewall is combining legal lobbying with grassroots campaigns like Hold My Hand and Rainbow Laces to change behaviour and visibility.
Community focus: Lesbian Visibility Week programming highlights diversity among LGBTQIA+ women and non-binary people, from sports to family life.
Practical action: You can support change by joining campaigns, wearing rainbow laces, or amplifying events during LVW , visible solidarity matters.
Why the law change feels urgent right now
Stonewall and campaign partners have been clear: turning anti-LGBTQIA+ hate crime into an aggravated offence isn’t just technical legal work, it’s practical protection. Recent Home Office figures show thousands of hate crimes reported yearly, and Stonewall argues that tougher recognition can deter attackers and make prosecutions reflect the harm done.
This push follows amendments to the Crime and Policing Bill that have already passed stages in Parliament. According to Stonewall, the House of Lords has backed these changes, and campaigners are now focusing on keeping momentum through the Commons. For anyone worried about public safety, that feels like a small but crucial win.
Practical tip: if you witness or experience a hate incident, report it and use local victim support services , pushing cases into the system helps build the statistics that drive change.
How grassroots campaigns make law meaningful
Stonewall pairs big-picture law reform with everyday campaigns like Hold My Hand and Rainbow Laces. Those projects do the human work of shifting culture: making acts of support visible, normalising queer affection in public, and sparking conversations in workplaces and gyms.
Campaigns work because they turn abstract policy into lived moments. Wearing rainbow laces or holding someone’s hand in public might seem simple, but those gestures create safer social norms and make it harder for prejudice to feel acceptable.
Practical tip: join a local LVW event or buy rainbow laces , small gestures help create cumulative social pressure that supports legal change.
Why Lesbian Visibility Week matters for women and non-binary people
Lesbian Visibility Week is more than a series of Instagram posts. Stonewall and partners like DIVA are programming panels, sports activities and family-centred features that reflect everyday lives: queer parents, rugby players, policy-makers and artists. That diversity pushes back on stereotypes and gives role models to younger people.
The overlay of sexism, misogyny, homophobia and transphobia makes visibility work essential for queer women and non-binary people, who often face layered discrimination. Visibility helps build networks of care and influence, and it feeds into political campaigns by showing who’s affected.
Practical tip: look for local LVW listings and attend something that interests you , the best advocacy often starts with showing up.
Sport, culture and awards: changing perceptions in public life
Stonewall’s Rainbow Laces campaign and visible participation in Pride weekend events aim to normalise queer presence in sport and leisure. Public sporting bodies and clubs that engage create safer spaces and send a message that LGBTQIA+ people belong in fitness classes, teams and stadiums.
Cultural recognition matters too. Awards and literature that spotlight queer lives , from children’s books to adult memoirs , all contribute to shifting mainstream narratives. These cultural shifts make legal protections more likely to stick because public sentiment follows representation.
Practical tip: if you run a club or workplace, sign up for anti-hate training or public allyship weekends; institutional endorsement reduces microaggressions for members.
What’s next and how you can stay involved
Legislative wins require follow-through. Stonewall will keep lobbying as bills move through Parliament while running visibility and education campaigns on the ground. The organisation also links legal change to concrete support for survivors, campaigning to end conversion practices and fighting discriminatory treatment of veterans.
If you want to help, amplify trustworthy reporting, support queer media like DIVA, join local events during LVW, or simply wear a visible sign of solidarity. Change is never only legal , it’s social, cultural and personal.
It’s a small change that can make every public space safer.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [2], [3]- Paragraph 2: [4], [5]- Paragraph 3: [1], [5]- Paragraph 4: [6], [7]- Paragraph 5: [2], [4]
Bibliography
1. https://diva-magazine.com/2026/04/20/the-power-of-community-change-comes-when-we-stand-shoulder-to-shoulder-with-our-friends-and-allies/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=the-power-of-community-change-comes-when-we-stand-shoulder-to-shoulder-with-our-friends-and-allies - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/news/the-law-is-changing-crime-policing-bill-has-been-amended-to-make-anti-lgbtq-hate-crime-an-aggravated-offence - Stonewall UK reports that the Crime and Policing Bill has been amended to make anti-LGBTQ+ hate crime an aggravated offence. This amendment, agreed by the House of Commons, aims to equalise the punishment of hate crimes, ensuring that LGBTQ+ individuals receive equal protection under the law. The legislation is now awaiting Royal Assent to become law. Stonewall has been campaigning for this change through their 'Hold My Hand' campaign, highlighting the need for equal treatment in hate crime legislation.
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/news/one-step-closer-to-changing-the-law-house-of-lords-passes-amendment-to-make-anti-lgbtq-hate-crime-we-an-aggravated-offence - Stonewall UK celebrates the House of Lords passing an amendment to the Crime and Policing Bill, making anti-LGBTQ+ hate crime an aggravated offence. This amendment is a significant step towards equalising the treatment of hate crimes, ensuring that LGBTQ+ individuals receive equal protection under the law. The legislation is now set to return to the House of Commons for further consideration before becoming law. Stonewall has been campaigning for this change through their 'Hold My Hand' campaign.
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/hate-crime - Stonewall provides information on hate crimes, highlighting the rising levels of such incidents against the LGBTQ+ community. According to Home Office statistics, there were more than 18,000 hate crimes motivated by sexual orientation and over 2,500 trans-related hate crimes in 2024. Despite a slight dip in recorded hate crimes in 2024, there has been a 44% increase in hate crimes based on sexual orientation and an 88% increase in those based on trans identity over the past five years. Stonewall is committed to shaping policies and legislation to make everyone feel safe to be themselves.
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/hold-my-hand - Stonewall's 'Hold My Hand' campaign aims to make anti-LGBTQ+ hate crime an aggravated offence, equalising the treatment of hate crimes for LGBTQ+ individuals. The campaign has been successful in influencing the government to commit to this change, bringing penalties for anti-LGBTQ+ hate crime in line with those for attacks on religious and racial minorities. This is a significant milestone towards achieving equality for LGBTQ+ people under the law and enhancing their safety.
https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/aba-news-archives/2026/02/aba-names-recipients-2026-stonewall-award/ - The American Bar Association (ABA) has announced the recipients of the 2026 Stonewall Award, which honours individuals who have advanced LGBTQ+ rights in the legal profession. The awardees include Judge Maite D. Oronoz-Rodríguez, a Supreme Court Justice from Puerto Rico; a family law advocate; and a veteran appellate lawyer. The Stonewall Award recognises lawyers who have significantly championed LGBTQ+ legal causes, reflecting the ongoing efforts to promote equality and justice within the legal field.
https://www.ala.org/news/2026/01/halfway-somewhere-and-one-boys-win-2026-stonewall-childrens-and-young-adult-literature - The American Library Association (ALA) has announced the winners of the 2026 Stonewall Children's and Young Adult Literature Awards. The awards recognise English-language works of exceptional merit for children or teens relating to the LGBTQIA+ experience. The winners are 'Halfway to Somewhere' by Jose Pimienta and 'One of the Boys' by Victoria Zeller. These awards highlight the importance of diverse and inclusive literature for young readers, promoting understanding and acceptance of LGBTQIA+ identities.
image1.jpg




