Best Local Food Drive in Erie This Spring: How to Help Your Neighbours
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Join neighbours and local groups in Erie this May for a community food drive that’s practical, heartfelt and keeps donations right here at home; drop off non-perishable food at Central Outreach Wellness Center and support Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest Pennsylvania.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: The drive runs on Saturday, May 9 at Central Outreach Wellness Center, 3104 State St, Erie. 
Who benefits: Donations stay local and are distributed through Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest Pennsylvania. 
What to bring: Non-perishable food items, think tins, pasta, rice, shelf-stable protein and baby food. 
Community backing: More than a dozen local groups are involved, from Free Mom Hugs to NW PA Pride Alliance, giving the event broad outreach and friendly faces. 
A neighbourly gesture with real impact
The simplest act, dropping a tin of beans into a collection box, makes an immediate difference, and it feels good. According to Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest Pennsylvania, local drives like this plug straight into an established distribution network that gets food to families, seniors and kids across the region. Bring items that travel and store well; cans and sealed cartons are the unsung heroes here.
Why Central Outreach is the natural hub
Central Outreach Wellness Center already offers a visible, trusted spot for services in Erie, so it’s an easy, familiar place for residents to stop by. The centre’s role in community care makes it a practical staging ground for a drive, and volunteers there can help sort and box donations. If you’re passing by, it’s low effort with high value: pop in, say hi, and leave a bag or two.
How Second Harvest turns donations into meals
Second Harvest runs an organised distribution network that moves donated goods to food pantries, meal programmes and outreach partners across northwest Pennsylvania. They track needs, prioritise perishable handling and coordinate deliveries, so your donation is more than a symbol, it’s a meal, a lunchbox, a warm plate. If you want your gift to go further, consider high-protein canned items and ready-to-eat goods that suit busy families.
Who’s pitching in , and why it matters
This food drive is a coalition effort. Organisations such as Aging With Pride, Free Mom Hugs of NW PA, NW PA Pride Alliance, TransFamily of NW PA and others are all listed as participants. That mix means the event reaches different neighbourhoods and communities, which helps diversify donations and volunteers. It’s a nice reminder that mutual aid works best when lots of groups bring their networks together.
Quick tips for donating like a pro
Choose low-sodium and low-sugar options where possible, check best-before dates and avoid dented cans or broken packaging. If you’re short on time, a small cash donation to Second Harvest or the Central Outreach site often stretches further because food banks buy in bulk. And if you’re bringing a larger drop-off, call ahead or check Central Outreach’s visitor info so volunteers can meet you and speed things along.
It’s a small thing to carry a few cans down the road, but it helps keep meals on tables across Erie.
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