Best Highland Pride Parade Route for 2025: Longer, Louder, and Right Through Inverness
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Shoppers and supporters are already lining up calendars as Highland Pride announces a fresh parade route through Inverness that promises a longer, more visible march. The procession now starts and finishes at Eden Court Theatre, threading past the cathedral, across Ness Bridge and down Bridge Street , a welcome change that matters to locals and visitors alike.
Essential Takeaways
New start and finish: Parade will begin and end at Eden Court Theatre, creating a clear hub for festivities and the Pride Party.
Extended route: Marchers follow Ness Walk, cross Ness Bridge, pass Bridge Street and High Street before returning , the route feels longer and more central.
Community hub: Eden Court will host stalls, crafts, food and information, with the Pride Party in the Empire Theatre , great for families and festival-goers.
Traffic and access: Bridge Street is likely to be closed to traffic during the parade, so plan travel and parking in advance.
Local context: Highland Council approved the route in response to feedback asking for a lengthier procession.
Why the route change matters , more room to celebrate
Highland Pride organisers say they listened to people who wanted the march to linger a little longer and feel more city-centre. Starting and finishing at Eden Court gives the event a theatrical, communal anchor , and a softer, more social vibe. For anyone who’s been to the festival, Eden Court’s warm, bustling first-floor market and the Empire Theatre’s Pride Party make it a natural hub.
The route, step by step , what to expect on the day
The procession sets off from Bishop’s Road at Eden Court, sweeps past Inverness Cathedral, and follows Ness Walk towards Ness Bridge. From there it cuts into the city via Bridge Street, turns onto Church Street and squeezes along Baron Taylor Street before heading down Inglis Street and across High Street. It’s then a straight walk back to Ness Bridge and down Ness Walk to Eden Court. Expect lively crowds, some narrow sections where marshals will manage the flow, and a proper sense of a city-wide parade.
Practical tips , getting there, watching and taking part
If you’re planning to watch, arrive early to claim a good spot on Bridge Street or the High Street, where the action is most visible. Bear in mind Bridge Street may be closed to traffic, so public transport or walking is your best bet. Marchers should choose comfortable footwear and bring water , the route is noticeably longer than previous years. Stallholders and attendees will appreciate the market at Eden Court for a warm, undercover place to recharge.
What the local authorities and community are doing
Highland Council approved the new route and will be supporting road closures and safety measures, reflecting a push to make Pride more prominent in the city. Councillors have also pledged visible support, with civic events and flag-flying in previous years signalling a more inclusive local approach. Organisers say this collaboration helps keep the parade safe and celebratory for families, friends and visitors.
A changing landscape for Pride in the north
While Highland Pride returns with an expanded, more central parade, the north-east saw a different shift: Grampian Pride’s parade won’t return as organisers redirect funds into services. That contrast shows local Pride events adapt in different ways , some growing their public presence, others focusing on direct community support. For Inverness, the new route feels like a confident, public statement.
It's a small change that will make every march feel bigger and more part of the city.
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