Best Monthly Fundraising Happy Hour in Dallas: Unleashed LGBTQ+ at The Ivy Tavern
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Shoppers and supporters are turning up tonight as The Ivy Tavern teams with Unleashed LGBTQ+ for a lively fundraising happy hour in Dallas, mixing cocktails, drag and community causes , a feel-good, tasty way to back DIFFA and local nonprofits.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: The event starts at 5:30pm today at The Ivy Tavern, 5334 Lemmon Ave., with specialty cocktails and free bites. 
Good vibes and entertainment: Expect Unleashed LGBTQ+ Vodka cocktails, a drag set by Jada Pinkett Fox and DJ Tony Dean on the decks. 
Community impact: Ten percent of Unleashed Vodka and food sales during the happy hour will benefit DIFFA Dallas. 
Ongoing series: The Ivy and Unleashed host monthly fundraisers that spotlight AIDS service groups and other grassroots organisations. 
How to follow up: DIFFA Dallas’ House of DIFFA: Hotel Mystique is on May 9 at the Sheraton Dallas Hotel; ticket details are available on the DIFFADallas website.
A buzzy fundraiser that actually feels like a night out
Tonight’s happy hour marries a proper pub atmosphere with purpose , think bright cocktails, a warm room and music you can feel in your chest. The Ivy Tavern has a reputation for relaxed hospitality, and pairing that with Unleashed LGBTQ+ Vodka gives the night a playful, modern twist. It’s the kind of fundraiser where your gin-and-tonic comes with a side of community.
Why DIFFA Dallas is the beneficiary and what it means
DIFFA (Design Industries Foundation Fighting AIDS) supports people living with HIV and raises awareness through high-profile galas and local initiatives. A percentage of tonight’s bar and food sales goes straight to DIFFA Dallas, which helps fund services and events like House of DIFFA: Hotel Mystique on May 9. For anyone who wants to back the cause but not sit through a formal gala, tonight’s event is an easy, social way to contribute.
Entertainment that keeps the energy high
Hosts have stacked the evening with crowd-pleasing elements: DJ Tony Dean sets the tempo, drag performer Jada Pinkett Fox brings theatrical flair, and Part Tim Justin from the Kidd Kraddick Morning Show emcees the proceedings. These touches make the fundraiser feel less like networking and more like a proper night out with purpose , a draw for people who want to meet, mingle and donate without the stiff formality.
Monthly fundraisers that build community
Unleashed LGBTQ+ and The Ivy are making this a recurring fixture, inviting a rotating slate of nonprofits to take part. Nonprofit reps can set up tables, hand out info and promote upcoming events, so the night doubles as a grassroots meet-and-greet. Wesley Smoot, the founder of Unleashed LGBTQ+, has said the goal is to create a relaxed space for organisations to connect , and nights like tonight prove how socialising and philanthropy can work well together.
Practical tips if you’re going tonight
Arrive early to grab a seat , happy hours fill up fast when there’s live entertainment. Try the specialty Unleashed vodka cocktails if you want your purchase to count toward the DIFFA donation. Bring business cards or flyers if you represent a local charity; organisers welcome groups who want to table and network. And plan your travel , Lemmon Avenue is easy to get to but parking can be tight on event nights.
It's a small change in your evening that can make a meaningful difference for local causes.
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