Best Sapphic Dating Show Bringing Community-First Queer Romance to the Midwest
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Discovering Closet Space: a Missouri-made sapphic blind-dating show that's swapping swipe culture for live games, thrifted sets and community control , and showing why authentic queer storytelling matters in the Bible Belt and beyond.
Local roots: Closet Space started in Springfield, Missouri, born from creator Lindsey Goodhart's frustration with lonely, shallow queer dating scenes. It's volunteer-driven and community-centred. 
Low-budget, high-style: The production launched on under $1,000, using thrifted and handcrafted set pieces for a distinctive, DIY queer aesthetic that feels warm and resourceful. 
Playful format: A contestant chooses among three hidden people behind closet doors; a twist lets the chosen decide between the two reveals , giving real agency to queer daters. 
Sold-out live shows: The tapings began selling out quickly, while clips and episodes have drawn thousands of online followers and views. 
Inclusive casting: The show aims to centre trans, non-binary and racially diverse sapphic identities, with themed episodes planned to broaden representation.
A homegrown response to loneliness , and it feels alive
Closet Space began as a direct reaction to real isolation; Lindsey Goodhart created the show after struggling with dating as a queer person while at Missouri State University, and she wanted something less transactional than swipe apps. The live tapings crackle with that relief , laughter, nerves and visible community support , and audiences have responded by filling venues fast. According to ticket listings and local promotions, the show has been staging regular live events that sell out, which says as much about demand as it does about the hunger for organic queer connection.
DIY visuals that say more than a glossy set ever could
With under $1,000 of startup cash, the team leaned into thrift, craft and repurposing to build a look that’s intimate and joyful rather than polished and market-driven. That thrifted aesthetic does more than save money; it signals a different value system , creativity over commercial gloss. For indie producers, the lesson is clear: resource constraints can become a visual voice, and audiences notice when authenticity is on the agenda.
A dating game with a queer twist , agency at its core
The format riffs on classic blind-dating game shows but adds a queer-first twist: after the couch contestant picks someone behind a closet door, the reveal gives the chooser the option to keep them or pick the other revealed contestant. That extra choice shifts power dynamics on stage, which matters because representation isn't just about who you see, it's about who gets to decide the story. In practice the twist creates onstage drama and, more importantly, centres contestant autonomy , a small rule change that feels radical.
Community as crew, cast and compass
Closet Space deliberately builds with its local queer community, inviting past contestants and audience members into production roles like PAs. That loop , community members helping shape the show , keeps the project accountable and evolving. Goodhart has said publicly she’s confronting her own biases around race and gender and is actively prioritising trans, non-binary and people-of-colour voices; upcoming themed episodes signal a willingness to test and expand representation rather than settle for the usual lineup.
Why this matters in a mainstreaming moment
As queer romance becomes more visible on mainstream platforms, there’s a risk that representation flattens into a trend or aesthetic. Closet Space offers a sharper alternative: a show where the community owns the narrative, not a network or brand chasing clicks. For viewers and makers alike, it’s a reminder that independence can protect nuance , and that sometimes the most influential media work starts in small venues, with thrifted curtains and a committed local crowd.
It's a small change with outsized effect: community-first dating that lets queer people tell their own love stories.
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