Best Gay Polo League International Tournament Returns to Wellington This April
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Shoppers are turning out for a spectacle of sport and celebration as the Gay Polo League’s International Gay Polo Tournament gallops into Wellington from April 23–25, bringing global players, colourful pageantry and fundraising muscle to support Equality Florida’s Safe & Healthy Schools Project.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: The GPL tournament runs April 23–25 at Patagones Polo Club in Wellington, with gates opening at noon on Saturday and matches at 1pm and 3pm. 
Who’s involved: Sixteen international players form four teams, joined by more than 1,000 spectators and supporters from around the world. 
Why it matters: The GPL has raised over $400,000 for charities since 2006 and this year’s beneficiary is Equality Florida’s Safe & Healthy Schools Project. 
Weekend highlights: Expect Wigstock at Mary Lou’s, a VIP black-tie reception, tailgate decorating, a Flags of Nations procession, DJ Citizen Jane and field-side VIP hospitality. 
Audience vibe: Family-friendly, festive and athletic, think high-energy chukkers, outré wigs and close-up polo action with a lively, inclusive crowd.
A spirited return: polo, pageantry and the Year of the Horse
The tournament leans into the lunar Year of the Horse with a fittingly vivid theme, there’s a poetic symmetry between the sport’s equine grace and the horse’s symbolism of strength and freedom. The scene in Wellington tends to smell faintly of leather and grass, with players focused and fans cheering from the field edge. According to event organisers, the weekend mixes competitive polo with a carnival atmosphere, and that blend is precisely what draws so many people back each year. If you’re new to polo, come ready for quick bursts of intense play and a very social crowd.
How the Gay Polo League built this global gathering
GPL began in 2006, founded by Chip McKenney to broaden access to a traditionally exclusive sport. Over 16 years it’s grown into an international network spanning multiple countries, and it now attracts players, allies and sponsors worldwide. The league’s charitable side is central, more than $400,000 raised to date, and choosing Equality Florida this year ties the competition to real work on safer, more inclusive schools. If you care about sport with purpose, this is a weekend that pairs spectacle with impact.
What to expect across the three days
Thursday night kicks off with Wigstock at Mary Lou’s in West Palm Beach, a flamboyant party featuring DJ Citizen Jane and a wig contest with a major travel prize. Friday is a more private affair: a sponsors and VIP black-tie dinner at Patagones Polo Club. Saturday is the main event, four teams, two matches, tailgate contests, a Flags of Nations procession and DJs keeping energy up. Spectators get unusually close to the play, so bring sunscreen, comfy shoes and a sense of fun. VIP ticket-holders get reserved field-side seating, an open bar and elevated catering in the Cherry Knoll Farm VIP Tent.
Tickets, access and who should go
For tickets and sponsorships visit the league’s site; there are general admission and VIP options and family-friendly pricing. If you want the full social experience, networking, cocktails and premium viewing, book VIP early. Families and newcomers will find the atmosphere welcoming, but note that viewing is outdoors and close to the pitch, so plan for sun, sudden cheers and the occasional dust cloud. If you’re travelling, Thursday’s Wigstock is a great warm-up night to meet players and supporters.
Why this matters beyond the sport
This tournament is more than a match day; it’s a statement about visibility and inclusion in sport. GPL’s motto of broadening polo’s audience is showing results, players and fans arrive from across the globe, and the event’s fundraising prioritises real, local impact through Equality Florida’s Safe & Healthy Schools Project. In a world where representation still matters, this weekend offers celebration, competition and concrete support for LGBTQ students in Florida.
It’s a small change that can make every chukker a little more welcoming.
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