Best Boise First Thursday: Pop-Up at The Plaza Supports LGBTQ+ Community After Flag Removal
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Shoppers and neighbours are turning out to First Thursday’s Pop-Up at The Plaza in Boise, a lively city hall gathering where local groups and the council celebrate and support LGBTQ+ Idahoans after state lawmakers forced the removal of the Pride flag. It’s a hands-on, hopeful moment for community connection and resources.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: First Thursday Pop-Up runs 4.30–6.30pm on April 2 at Boise City Hall Plaza, hosted by the Downtown Boise Association, offering a friendly, walk-up vibe. 
Who’s there: Local nonprofit Trans Affirm will be present with transition wear, zines and flags; the city says it will list resources and future events. 
Hands-on features: A t-shirt press station will be available , bring your own shirt for printing; the setup feels casual and upbeat. 
Why it matters: The event follows HB 561, which led to the Pride flag’s removal from City Hall and imposes fines for certain displays on government property. 
Tensions remain: Other bills advancing in Boise target transgender youth and restroom access, prompting protests and sit-ins at the governor’s office.
A quick welcome and a visible, human response
Boise’s pop-up feels intentionally tactile: you can see banners, touch zines and press a tee while talking to someone from Trans Affirm, which brings a warm, practical energy to the plaza. According to city announcements and the Downtown Boise Association, the event is meant to be a space where people can find support and information about local programmes. The timing is significant , it’s easy to read the gathering as both celebration and quiet resistance after the state moved to restrict public displays of Pride.
How the flag controversy pushed community action
The city removed its long-flying Pride flag after Governor Brad Little signed HB 561, a law critics say limits municipal expression by banning certain displays on government property. News outlets reported the removal and noted Mayor Lauren McLean’s public statement that the law was aimed at stopping Boise expressing its values. That legal shift is a clear catalyst for the pop-up: organisers wanted a way to keep community connection alive without risking fines or further legal conflict.
What’s at the pop-up and why it’s useful
Expect practical stalls, local resource lists and face-to-face help rather than a formal rally. Trans Affirm brought transition wear and printed zines, while the city set up a t-shirt press , small, tangible things that matter when public symbols are taken down. For families and young people seeking support, the event provides direct signposting to ongoing services and future events, which is especially important as other bills unfold in the state legislative calendar.
Bigger bills, bigger anxieties: what’s changing in Idaho law
The pop-up comes amid a raft of legislation affecting LGBTQ+ Idahoans. Reporters said HB 822 would require school staff and health professionals to alert parents within 72 hours if a child asks to socially transition. Meanwhile, a separate law restricts bathroom and changing room access to sex assigned at birth, creating strict enforcement measures. Those moves have prompted protests, including a sit-in at the governor’s office, and they help explain why community-focused, low-risk gatherings matter right now.
How to take part, safely and effectively
If you want to support the community at events like this, bring a friendly attitude and practical donations if organisers ask. Respect requests around privacy , many attendees and staff prioritise discretion. For parents or allies looking for lasting impact, sign up for volunteer lists, ask about advocacy training and follow local nonprofits that post updates about legal supports and mental-health resources. Small actions at pop-ups build into bigger support networks over time.
It's a small, human-centred response to a fraught moment , and for many Boiseans, it’s the kind of neighbourhood solidarity that matters most.
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