Best Reads: Why the Miami Open Quietly Dropped Its “Out At The Open” Pride Event
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Shoppers of the sporting world noticed a change at the Miami Open this year: the long-running “Out At The Open” LGBTQ inclusion event was missing, and that matters to fans who’d come to expect a warm, visible welcome at one of tennis’s biggest stops. Here’s what changed, why it matters, and what it could mean next year.
Essential Takeaways
Event removed: The Miami Open did not list its long-running Pride-themed “Out At The Open” event on the 2026 schedule, surprising community members.
Other themed nights stayed: Women’s Empowerment Day, Brazilian Heritage Day and other fan-focused nights remained on the calendar.
Community reaction: Local advocates and fans noticed and asked organisers; the Gay and Lesbian Tennis Association reported inquiries and disappointment.
Political context: The tournament’s Florida location and the state’s recent policy climate around LGBTQ issues helps explain some supporters’ concerns.
Tennis on court: Despite the controversy, the tournament delivered top-level matches, with Jannik Sinner and Aryna Sabalenka winning singles titles.
What exactly disappeared , and who noticed?
The most visible change was simple: the Miami Open’s fan schedule for 2026 no longer included the Out At The Open Pride celebration that has accompanied the tournament in years past. Fans and community groups flagged the absence, describing it as a quiet removal rather than a public announcement. The detail feels jarring for anyone who remembers the colourful, welcoming energy that used to surround that day.
Locals and LGBTQ tennis supporters were the first to ask questions. According to reporting in the Miami New Times, the Gay and Lesbian Tennis Association received a stream of emails from confused fans. Their president, Matt Feinberg, told reporters he was disappointed and didn’t know the reasoning, but wasn’t surprised.
A long-running tradition with a simple purpose
Out At The Open began after the Miami Open moved into Hard Rock Stadium and worked with local partners to create a space explicitly welcoming to gay, lesbian, bi and trans fans. The idea was straightforward: make a top-tier sporting event feel inclusive, with themed programming and visible outreach.
When it ran, the initiative mattered. Players and commentators praised its tone and reach. For many attendees it was more than a fancy social night , it was a message that they were seen at a major tournament. That makes its absence more than a scheduling quirk for community members.
Why the timing raises eyebrows
This isn’t happening in a vacuum. Florida’s political environment has become a flashpoint for debates about LGBTQ visibility and policy, and sporting events have sometimes shifted how they present inclusion initiatives in recent seasons. Critics pointed to the state’s recent legislative and cultural moves as part of the background context, while tournament organisers stayed quiet about a direct cause.
At the same time, other themed nights stayed on the calendar, which prompted some to ask why only the Pride event was dropped. That contrast is part of why fans and advocates voiced concern rather than assuming a routine programming change.
The tournament on court , tennis still delivered
On the court, the Miami Open produced headline-worthy results: Jannik Sinner took the men’s singles title and Aryna Sabalenka beat Coco Gauff to win the women’s crown. The tennis itself was top level, which is why many fans found it especially strange that an outreach event with a history at the tournament was removed while the competition carried on as usual.
For casual attendees focused on matches, the change may have gone unnoticed. But for fans who value visible inclusion and community events, the omission was unmistakable.
What to watch for in 2027
Organisers haven’t said whether Out At The Open will return next year. With a high-profile midterm election on the horizon and shifting political dynamics, some observers speculate the tournament could restore the event if the broader climate changes. Others think the cancellation reflects a cautious approach by event planners in a contentious environment.
If you care about Pride at sports events, now is the moment to ask questions , reach out to the Miami Open, local organisers, and fan groups. Community voices made the event happen before; they may matter in bringing it back.
It's a small change with a visible impact , and one that fans will be watching next year.
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