Best Liberation Weekend II Lineup: Who’s Playing, Who’s Out, and Why It Matters for Trans Rights
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Shoppers and music lovers are turning up for Liberation Weekend II, a D.C. benefit festival showcasing queer and trans talent across two venues April 24–26 , and the refreshed lineup, new headliners, and after-parties matter because proceeds support trans mutual aid and advocacy at a time when rights are under attack.
Essential Takeaways
Dates and venues: Liberation Weekend II runs April 24–26 at the Black Cat (main stage) and Transmission (daytime showcases and after-parties). 
Headliner shake-up: Toronto pop artist Devi McCallion replaces Ekko Astral for Saturday; Tallahassee emo band Pool Kids will close Sunday after Illuminati Hotties withdrew. 
Notable additions: Renriot and Emotional World join daytime bills; after-parties feature Claire.h0e, Cortisa Star, Archangel, and Armana Khan. 
Safety and stakes: The festival raises funds for Gender Liberation Movement and No More Dysphoria amid new state laws rolling back trans rights. 
Ticketing: Prices range roughly $35–$160.85; organisers are keeping ticket tiers to fund advocacy and mutual aid.
What changed and why the lineup matters now
The new headliners show how a grassroots festival adapts under pressure, and you can feel it in the buzz , there's a slightly electric, urgent energy to this year's card. Ekko Astral bowed out after a string of controversies that included a peace order and label fallout, so organisers moved quickly to fill the hole with Devi McCallion and reshuffle who closes the weekend. According to multiple local and national outlets the changes were announced to keep the three-day fundraiser intact and focused on trans-centred programming.
Beyond music, the timing matters: this festival isn’t just about gigs. With fresh state laws targeting trans people’s legal recognition and safety, organisers framed the lineup changes around continuity , keeping a platform for queer artists while making sure funds flow to groups doing on-the-ground work.
New headliners, exits, and what fans should expect
Devi McCallion stepping in as Saturday headliner brings a glossy alternative-pop energy that contrasts with Ekko Astral’s punk edge, while Pool Kids closing the festival signals a shift back toward emo and indie rock for the finale. Illuminati Hotties, originally billed to headline Sunday, are no longer performing but will contribute a signed limited-edition vinyl to a silent auction , a symbolic gesture that keeps them connected to the cause.
If you follow festival lineups, this is a familiar dance: acts rotate, after-parties expand, and organisers juggle reputational risk versus mission. Expect tighter, more diverse after-hours programming at Transmission, and slightly different crowd dynamics than first advertised.
Where shows and after-parties land , small venues, big impact
Black Cat remains the main hub, with performances MC’d by local activist Rayceen Pendarvis, giving the fest a community voice between sets. Transmission on H Street NE will host daytime showcases and the new after-parties, an encouraging move for a newer venue building its reputation for queer-friendly programming.
Smaller rooms like Transmission make for more intimate sets, up-close sound, and a friendlier vibe for queer audiences. If you want a calmer experience, aim for afternoon showcases; if you like late-night discovery, the after-parties are where new acts like Claire.h0e and Armana Khan will shine.
Lineup ethics: bands dropping off and the festival’s response
Not every change was smooth. Tripper, a Baltimore hardcore band, left the bill after disbanding amid allegations against a member, while Ekko Astral’s exit followed internal legal and label developments. Liberation Weekend organisers replaced acts quickly and pivoted programming to avoid pauses in momentum.
Organisers are clear about donations: proceeds support Gender Liberation Movement and No More Dysphoria, the latter founded by Nicolle Maroulis, who’ll also perform. That financial transparency and the festival’s willingness to act on allegations and controversies matters to an audience increasingly conscious about supporting ethical events.
Why you might go , and how to make the most of it
Go if you want music and community mingled with activism. You’ll hear established names like Laura Jane Grace and Ezra Furman alongside emerging queer artists, and the weekend doubles as a fundraiser for mutual aid and transition support. Practical tip: book early sessions at Transmission to avoid late crowds, and pack for changeable spring weather , Black Cat and Transmission are close but moving between venues is easier if you travel light.
If you care about impact, consider bidding in the silent auction or buying higher-tier tickets; past editions raised substantial sums for Gender Liberation Movement, and this year aims to support both advocacy and direct services.
It's a small change that can make every set and every donation count.
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