Best Victory Fund Endorsements to Watch in 2026: Building an LGBTQ+ Pipeline to Power
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Watch closely: the LGBTQ+ Victory Fund just endorsed 35 more candidates across 19 states, a deliberate push to seed representation from city halls to statehouses as rights face fresh attacks in the 2026 cycle. These picks matter where outcomes can shift everyday lives, policy and political momentum.
Essential Takeaways
Broad slate: 35 new endorsements in March bring the Victory Fund’s 2026 total to 163 candidates nationally, from local councils to a Reno mayoral bid. 
Geographic spread: Endorsed candidates run in both protective and hostile states , California and New York alongside Texas and Tennessee. 
Pipeline strategy: The group is prioritising local and state offices to build long-term national influence and a bench of experienced leaders. 
Eligibility criteria: Candidates must be out LGBTQ+, back equality and bodily autonomy, and show a viable path to victory. 
High stakes: Organisers call 2026 a stress test for LGBTQ+ political power amid an uptick in anti-LGBTQ+ laws and rhetoric.
Why a wave of local endorsements matters now
This isn’t just another endorsement drop; it’s a tactical planting of seeds where the roots run deep. The Victory Fund’s new slate is heavy on city council and county races, precisely the offices that shape policing, schools and public health , the sweet spot for defending daily rights. Organisations like the Victory Fund have long argued that change starts close to home, and in 2026 that approach feels urgent rather than optional.
Backstory: the group has steadily grown its bench over years, turning local wins into state and national competitiveness. Practical insight: if you want to change policy, start by electing people who decide zoning, budgets and local services.
Who to watch: a few standout campaigns with real stories
Some names tell the bigger picture. In Connecticut, State Treasurer Erick Russell is running to continue a fiscally responsible tenure that also shatters barriers as the first out gay Black statewide officeholder in the US. In Illinois, Precious Brady-Davis brings environmental and public-health credibility to a re-election bid that also symbolises representation for trans Black women.
Meanwhile in Nevada, Devon Reese is translating city-council work into a mayoral platform focused on downtown life and the cost of living. These races show the mix of policy chops and storytelling the Victory Fund looks for when it decides where to invest.
Strategy: building a bench from local office to nationalfluence
The Victory Fund isn’t chasing headline congressional contests only; it’s investing in a pipeline , a deliberate pathway from school boards and city halls to state legislatures and eventually Congress. That long game matters because sustained representation creates institutional familiarity and policy expertise. Victory Fund leaders, including those speaking at its conferences, describe 2026 as both urgent and hopeful , a test of whether gains of the past decades hold when challenged.
Practical tip: voters who want to strengthen LGBTQ+ political power should track local races and volunteer early; knocking on doors for a city-council contest can pay dividends years down the line.
The political map: contested states and protective ones alike
What’s striking is the geography: endorsements span liberal bastions and states where anti-LGBTQ+ legislation is on the rise. That mix is deliberate. Winning in hostile territory can blunt rollback efforts, while bolstering strongholds prevents complacency. Organisations across the movement have echoed this same playbook , meet voters where they are and make representation visible.
Trend note: investing in swing and red-state local offices is a slower, steadier counter to national culture wars, and it’s where policy outcomes affecting schools, healthcare and policing are often decided.
What this means for voters and activists
If 2026 is a stress test, then these endorsements are the practice run. The Victory Fund’s criteria , being out, advocating equality and having a clear path to victory , aim to maximise both symbolic and practical impact. For activists, that translates into targeted volunteering, small-dollar donations and spreading the word locally.
Quick advice: look up your local Victory Fund endorsees, check their platforms on issues you care about, and give time where it multiplies , local phone banks and literature drops are still high-leverage moves.
It's a small but consequential strategy: elect more people who reflect your community and who will be ready when the stakes rise.
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