Best Long Beach Pride Parade 2026 Guide — How to Apply and What to Expect
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Shoppers and local groups are already gearing up: Long Beach is inviting businesses, organisations and community groups to join the 2026 Pride Parade on 17 May, with free, first-come, first-served applications open through 4 May , a welcome chance to be seen in a parade that’s growing both in scale and official support.
Essential Takeaways
Free to join: Applications to march, walk or enter a float are free and open online until 4 May. 
First-come, first-served: Spaces will be offered in order of application, so early submissions matter. 
City-hosted parade: This will be the third time the City of Long Beach is the official parade host, signalling stronger municipal backing. 
Funding secured: The city budget and Port of Long Beach together contributed $100,000 to support parade stability and logistics. 
Weekend festival tie-in: The parade happens alongside the Long Beach Pride Festival on 16–17 May, drawing regional crowds.
Who can apply, and how easy is it?
If you’re a local business, nonprofit, community group or simply part of a crew who wants to walk, you can apply online through the city’s parade page. The process is straightforward: choose whether you’ll have a float, vehicle or marching unit, fill in the form and submit before the 4 May cut-off. There’s no entry fee, which keeps the parade accessible to small groups that might otherwise sit this one out.
According to the city’s event notices, organisers are keeping things accessible and predictable by using a first-come, first-served system. That makes timing everything , from rounding up volunteers to designing banners , a little easier if you plan ahead.
Why the city’s role matters
Long Beach acting as the official host for the third time signals more consistent municipal involvement. The council recently adopted the Fiscal Year 2026 budget that earmarks support for events like Pride, aiming to provide “greater stability and consistency.” That matters when you’re expecting street closures, safety marshals and coordinated logistics.
More hands-on city involvement usually means smoother routes, clearer permit handling and better communication with emergency services , all useful if you’re arranging a large group or a float that needs special staging.
The money behind the march
The parade’s funding this year combines a $50,000 allocation in the city’s FY26 budget with another $50,000 from the Port of Long Beach. That $100,000 boost is aimed at stabilising the event and covering operational costs such as street services, cleanup and staffing.
Port officials framed the sponsorship as part of a civic duty to celebrate Long Beach’s diverse communities. For participating groups, that funding should translate into quieter logistics and, ideally, a better experience for both marchers and spectators.
Crowd, culture and timing , what to expect on the day
This will be the 43rd Long Beach Pride, and organisers expect thousands of people from across the Los Angeles region. The parade takes place on Saturday 17 May, synchronised with the Long Beach Pride Festival over the same weekend, so expect double the energy , and double the foot traffic.
If you’re planning to spectate, come early, pack sunscreen and wear comfortable shoes. If you’re marching, plan your choreography with crowd flow in mind and assign a point person for liaising with organisers on the day.
Practical tips for applicants
Apply promptly , the first-come, first-served rule really matters. When you fill in the form, be clear about your group size, vehicle dimensions and any music or theatrics you plan to bring; organisers will need that for safety planning. If you’re a business, think about how sponsorship or a joint entry with a nonprofit could stretch your visibility without ballooning costs.
Also, check the city’s event page and the Long Beach Pride website for supplemental guidance on staging, accessibility and volunteer opportunities. If your group includes children or animals, flag that early so the organisers can advise on best practices.
It's a small change that can make every appearance safer and more memorable.
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