Best Rouge & Marigold Expo Moments: Queer Histories Meet Performance in Hyderabad
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Shoppers and culture‑seekers are turning out to EXT by Moonshine, Filmnagar, as Rouge & Marigold brings queer histories from France and India to life; the day‑long exhibition pairs archival treasures with live performance, making a timely, visual conversation about identity and rights in the city.
Essential Takeaways
Event format: A daytime, free‑to‑visit exhibition running 12–7pm, with a separate ticketed Rainbow Nights cabaret from 8pm.
Curatorial scope: Archival material spanning centuries, from Mughal references and temple sculpture to Montmartre cabaret and Kolkata street practice.
Sensory highlights: Reconstructed documents, testimony installations and a red thread of twenty archival images provide a tactile, intimate feel.
Local context: The show opens as Parliament passes the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill 2026, adding urgency to conversations on identity.
Organisers: Presented by Alliance Française Hyderabad and Dark Vibe Society, curated by Vaibhav Kumar Modi, Lotte Carolina Damm and Daniya Ishankulova.
Why Rouge & Marigold feels urgent right now
The exhibition lands at a charged moment, with Parliament having just passed the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill 2026, and debates about identity and certification still circulating. That political backdrop gives the works a sharper edge; archival images and first‑person testimony don’t feel academic so much as insistently present. Walk in and you sense both history’s weight and a playful, cabaret‑lightness that undercuts it.
What you actually see , and hear , on the floors
Curators have layered the show across multiple levels, so you move rather than skim. There are reconstructed documents with a slightly dusty, tactile vibe, installations that use testimony to give voice to individuals, and a literal red thread linking twenty archival snapshots through time. Performances punctuate the day, and the evening ticketed Rainbow Nights turns the research into a social night out , think live music, cabaret, and a community gathering.
How the France–India connection shapes the story
Presented by Alliance Française Hyderabad as part of the France–India Year of Innovation, the programme deliberately stitches together visual cultures from Paris and Kolkata, and even Mughal‑era references and temple sculpture. It’s not a museum case study; it’s more like overhearing a conversation across centuries and borders. That cross‑continental framing nudges visitors to see queer practice as global, improvised, and persistent.
Who made it happen and why it matters
Alliance Française Hyderabad and Dark Vibe Society have built on previous socially attuned projects , from work with neurodivergent children to women in isolation , and now turn attention to LGBTQ communities. Curator Vaibhav Kumar Modi frames it as a dialogue, and you can see why: the exhibition’s aim is not only to inform but to insist that stories, especially those once silenced, be seen and heard. That’s both a moral gesture and a practical one in a moment of shifting rights.
Choosing what to experience , tips for visitors
If you go, allow time for both the daytime exhibition and the evening performance; the two formats play off each other. Start with the archival thread to get the throughline, then stay for testimony installations to meet individuals. For the Rainbow Nights, buy tickets in advance , the cabaret atmosphere makes it a popular night out. Bring a friend who asks questions; these are the shows that reward curiosity.
It's a small, human‑scale exhibition that opens big conversations , and it’s well worth the trip.
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