Ben Whishaw on the film industry's insistence on being 'sexy in a heterosexual way'
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Ben Whishaw has given voice to a persistent frustration within the industry, saying gay actors are still often expected to be 'sexy in a heterosexual way' if they want mainstream success. 
His point, made in The Guardian, is not about talent or visibility but about the narrow, often straight‑centred standards of attractiveness that can determine who is deemed leading‑man material. Whishaw argues that, despite more LGBTQ+ characters and greater openness among performers, queer actors frequently face pressure to conform to traditional heterosexual ideals of sex appeal, an expectation that risks typecasting and limits creative freedom.
The Advocate noted as far back as 2019 his wish to see more gay actors cast in straight roles, and Gay Times has carried his comments about occasional criticism of straight actors playing gay parts. Speaking to Interview Magazine in a wider discussion about chemistry on screen, Whishaw and his contemporary Andrew Scott underlined that performance often hinges on imagination and rapport rather than physical sexuality alone.
The debate crosses into symbolic territory too. In a piece for them.us, Whishaw voiced support for the idea of an openly gay actor portraying James Bond, calling it a marker of genuine progress and naming actors such as Jonathan Bailey and Luke Evans as examples of performers who could broaden the franchise’s traditional masculinity. That suggestion highlights the practical stakes: who gets to embody cultural archetypes, and on what terms.
Industry conversations around inclusion have widened, but Whishaw’s observations stress that visibility is not the same as acceptance on equal terms. Representation that insists queer performers strip away difference to satisfy a straight gaze offers a limited form of progress. As Whishaw’s career, spanning dramas, stage work and blockbuster franchises, demonstrates, being openly gay in the public eye does not automatically translate into the freedom to inhabit a full range of roles without compromise. Source: Noah Wire Services
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