Josh O’Connor brings the 'hot priest' back in the new Knives Out
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A new wave of fascination with the figure of the priest is sweeping through popular culture, and leading this renaissance is British actor Josh O’Connor. Known for his roles in productions like Emma, O’Connor now plays Father Judd Duplenticy in Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery, the latest chapter in Rian Johnson’s acclaimed franchise. While O’Connor's character might not wear the classic 'hot priest' label quite as conspicuously as Andrew Scott’s revered portrayal in BBC’s Fleabag, his presence in a clerical collar has nonetheless ignited plenty of admiration online, with viewers drawn to his quiet charisma and nuanced performance.
O’Connor’s own background adds layers to his portrayal. Raised in the Irish Catholic tradition, he once served as an altar boy until a youthful smile landed him in trouble. Now, as he discusses his current spiritual stance, O’Connor identifies as agnostic, open to belief in something undefined, whether that’s humanity, nature, or something else entirely. This blend of introspection and ambiguity appears to inform his character’s moral complexities, as seen through the lens of Johnson’s film, which delves deeply into themes of faith, guilt, and redemption. The director himself has noted the personal influences that shaped the narrative’s exploration of spirituality.
Working alongside Andrew Scott, who reprises his status as the archetypal charming cleric in Wake Up Dead Man, O’Connor finds himself in compelling company. Scott’s role builds on the acclaim he earned in Fleabag, where his portrayal transformed the 'hot priest' into a cultural phenomenon. Their on-screen dynamic contrasts O’Connor’s tattooed, ex-boxer-turned-priest with Scott’s character, bringing fresh tension and depth to the narrative. The actors have spoken candidly about this collaboration, with O’Connor describing working with Daniel Craig, yet another star in the film, as "a dream come true," highlighting the collaborative energy maintained throughout the shoot.
This pop culture moment coincides with an enduring, if less widely publicised, tradition in Rome, the Calendario Romano. For over twenty years, this annual calendar has featured actual priests in photographic portraits that combine charm with historical notes about Vatican City. The 2026 edition continues this blend of faith and visual appeal, symbolising how fascination with the clerical figure extends beyond fiction and into real life, blending reverence with a touch of playful admiration.
Beyond entertainment, stories of faith and identity continue to evolve within the Catholic community. One striking example is Gio Benitez, a Good Morning America anchor who recently confirmed his Catholic faith openly as a gay man, supported by his husband. Celebrated within an LGBTQ+ affirming ministry in Manhattan, Benitez credits figures like the late Pope Francis and Jesuit priest James Martin for helping him feel seen within the church. This intersection of spirituality and LGBTQ+ identity signals a significant cultural moment, reflecting a growing acceptance and nuanced understanding within religious contexts.
Together, these threads, Josh O’Connor’s captivating priest role, Andrew Scott’s enduring clerical charm, the tradition of the Calendario Romano, and real-world stories of faith and queerness, suggest a society increasingly willing to engage with complex, multifaceted portrayals of belief. Perhaps the 'hot priest' renaissance is less about glamorising religion than it is about recognising the human, often contradictory, stories that clerical figures represent in modern life. Source: Noah Wire Services
Bibliography
1. https://www.dnamagazine.com.au/the-hot-priest-renaissance-is-real-and-josh-oconnor-is-leading-the-service/ - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://gayety.com/josh-oconnor-says-he-felt-the-pressure - In an exclusive interview, Josh O'Connor discusses his role as a priest in 'Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery' and the pressure of following Andrew Scott's portrayal of a 'hot priest' in 'Fleabag'. O'Connor shares insights into his character, Father Judd Duplenticy, and his experiences working alongside Scott. He also reflects on his religious upbringing and current spiritual beliefs, expressing a sense of agnosticism that allows him to believe in something, whether it's humanity or nature.
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/movies/articles/josh-oconnor-decides-whos-sexier-150000137.html - Josh O'Connor and Andrew Scott, both starring in 'Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery', discuss their roles and the dynamic between their characters. O'Connor portrays Rev. Jud Duplenticy, a tattooed ex-boxer turned priest, while Scott plays a church-goer with ulterior motives. The actors share their experiences on set, the challenges of their roles, and the unique connection of playing religious figures on screen.
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/movies/articles/knives-3-josh-o-connor-005426385.html - Director Rian Johnson and actor Josh O'Connor discuss the unique approach of 'Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery', focusing on the film's exploration of faith and morality. O'Connor shares his experience portraying Father Judd Duplenticy, a priest facing moral dilemmas, and the support he received from Johnson in developing his character. The film delves into themes of guilt, redemption, and belief, offering a fresh perspective within the 'Knives Out' series.
https://www.amfm-magazine.tv/director-writer-rian-johnson-and-josh-oconnor-talk-wake-up-dead-man-a-knives-out-mystery/ - Director Rian Johnson and actor Josh O'Connor discuss their collaboration on 'Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery'. Johnson reflects on his personal religious background and how it influenced the film's narrative, while O'Connor shares insights into his character, Father Judd Duplenticy, and the thematic exploration of faith and morality. The conversation highlights the film's depth and the actors' commitment to portraying complex characters.
https://www.gamesradar.com/entertainment/mystery-movies/josh-oconnor-reveals-the-most-surprising-thing-about-making-wake-up-dead-man-a-knives-out-mystery-as-he-describes-teaming-up-with-daniel-craig-as-a-dream-come-true/ - Josh O'Connor describes working with Daniel Craig on 'Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery' as 'a dream come true'. He praises Craig's humble and charismatic presence on set and highlights their on-screen chemistry. O'Connor also discusses his character, Father Judd Duplenticy, and the film's exploration of faith and morality, noting the collaborative environment fostered by director Rian Johnson.
image1.png




